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DOC-BOARD-24-11-13
European and Global Disability Summits
                           Document for information/ for discussion 
Purpose of this item
The purpose of this item is to update the Board about the Global Disability Summit (April 2025) as well as our work regarding the upcoming European Regional Disability Summit (December 2024). We have a webpage dedicated to all the activities around the two Summits. 
Questions for the Board 
· Do you have questions or comments regarding both Summits? 

· Do you know if your country will make commitments during the Global Disability Summit? Do you plan to advocate for your government to make commitments? 

Global Disability Summit
The Global Disability Summit (GDS) is an initiative of the International Disability Alliance (IDA), launched in 2017 to convene stakeholders focused on disability-inclusive development and humanitarian action. GDS bridges gaps between disability inclusion and development cooperation. The Global Disability Summit 2025 (GDS2025) is co-hosted by Germany and Jordan, alongside IDA, and will take place in Berlin from 2nd-3rd April 2025. EDF supports the preparation of the Civil Society Forum on 1st April 2025.

European Regional Disability Summit 
EDF is organizing the 2nd European Regional Disability Summit (ERDS) on 6th December 2024 in Berlin, in collaboration with the German government and the German Disability Council. About 500 participants are expected, with online attendance available.

The Summit will address the importance of inclusive international cooperation and humanitarian action, focusing on the CRPD’s implementation and monitoring. EDF speakers include:

· Opening: Yannis Vardakastanis, President

· Session: Role and Goal of the Summit: Nadia Hadad, Executive Committee Member; Sara Rocha, Vice-chair, Women’s Committee

· Session: Outcomes for GDS 2025: Gunta Anča, Vice President; Lydia Vlagsma, Co-chair, Youth Committee

The full programme and registration link to the meeting is now available on the official event website. Note there is no funding from Germany to support the attendance of the participants. 
European Engagement and Advocacy

The first GDS in 2018 led to many new commitments to disability-inclusive development, with 171 stakeholders making commitments. At the 2022 summit, the EU made 16 commitments (see Annex 1). EDF will analyse their implementation in the lead-up to GDS2025.

To advocate for commitments, OPDs can:

1. Identify relevant ministries in their countries

2. Contact EDF or the GDS Secretariat for support if needed
3. Request meetings with officials to present recommendations

4. Engage with other groups and build coalitions

5. Contact national parliament members who focus on disability rights
Check out our toolkit for guidance at the national level. 
Consultations: Survey and Workshops

In preparation for the upcoming summits, EDF launched a survey and held three workshops in 2024 to engage OPDs from Europe and Central Asia. A fourth consultation will be held later this fall, focusing on Eastern and Central Europe and Central Asia.
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