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EDF Committee on Human Rights and Non-Discrimination

Annex 1 - Update on ongoing activities at UN level

Human Rights Committee meeting – 29 October 2024
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CRPD Committee 
Country review in 2025
The CRPD Committee will review the following European countries in 2025:

· 3-21 March 2025 – 32nd session: review of the European Union (reminder that EDFs members can give feedback to EDFs draft alternative report by 6th of November 2024- this is an agenda item for the Board meeting)
· 24-28 March 2025 – 20th Pre-Sessional Working Group: adoption of list of issues on Armenia, Monaco and the Republic of Moldova
· 11-29 August 2025 – 33rd session: State review of Finland
· 1-5 September 2025 – 21st Pre-Sessional Working Group: adoption of list of issues on Iceland, Ireland, Latvia, Luxembourg. Non reporting State: adoption of list of issues prior to reporting of Cyprus
We continue to support members together with the International Disability Alliance for the review of their countries. We also submit information notes to the CRPD Committee on European issues. The last information note was sent in July 2024 to the Committee. 
On 29th of October (afternoon) EDF organises an online training for members on the 2025 CRPD and CEDAW review.
Results of the Committee elections

In June, the Committee held elections for 9 out of the 18 committee members. 

The EU had nominated Inmaculada Placencia Porrero – the first time a candidate for the EU was nominated. She was elected and will start her mandate from January 2025. She will not be involved in the EU review but will be able to participate in the review of EU Member States.  
The other elected members are:

· Mara Cristina Gabrilli (Brazil)

· Magino Corporán Lorenzo (Dominican Republic)

· Floyd Morris (Jamaica)

· Hiroshi Tamon (Japan)

· Gerel Dondovdorj (Mongolia)

· Abdelmajid Makni (Morocco)

· Christopher Nwanoroi (Nigeria)

· Natalia Guala Beathyate (Uruguay)

Their term run until end of 2028. 

General comments 

In March 2025, the Committee will continue its discussion on its General Comment No. 9 on article 11 on persons with disabilities in situations of risk and humanitarian emergencies. 

The Committee will also start the work on a General Comment on article 29 on political participation. On 20th of March, the Committee will have a public day of general discussion on the topic. 

UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) – Disability Unit 

The UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) has a unit focuses on disability. It works on specific thematic related to the rights of persons with disabilities. 

Martyna Balciunaite will present the work of the unit, priorities and how you can engage during the EDFs committee meeting. 
Other UN Treaty Bodies, including CEDAW Committee
Committee on Elimination of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) 

The CEDAW Committee is planning to launch its General Recommendation 40 on the equal and inclusive representation of women in decision-making systems, on Friday 25th October 2024, during the ongoing 89th session. The session will be webcasted by UN Web TV.
In late 2024-2025, the following European countries are foreseen for review by the Committee: 

· 28 October-1st November 2024 – 91th pre-sessional working group: List of issues on Czechia and List of issues prior to reporting in Malta
· 3-21 February 2025 – 90th session : State review of Liechtenstein and Luxembourg    

· 24-28 February 2025 – 92nd pre-sessional working group: List of issues on Lithuania and list of issues prior to reporting on Austria 

Information on all sessions and all countries for review.  

Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (CESCR) 

In 2025 and 2026, the CESCR will review the following European countries:  

· 10-28 February 2025 – 77th session: State review of Croatia and the United-Kingdom; adoption of list of issues for North Macedonia; follow-up to concluding observations on Serbia  

· 8 September-3 October 2025 – 78th session: State review of the Netherlands; adoption of list of issues for Germany; follow-up to concluding observations on Luxembourg
· 9-27 February 2026 – 79th session: States review of Austria and Georgia
Information about all CESCR sessions.  

Committee on the Rights of the Child (CRC)  

In 2025, the CRC Committee will review the following European countries:  
· 13-31 January 2025 – 98th session: States review of Slovakia and Spain
· 3-7 February 2025 – 100th pre-sessional working group: State reports on Norway and Romania
· 5-23 May 2025 – 99th session: States review of Norway and Romania 

· 26-30 May 2025 – 101st pre-sessional working group: State reports on Serbia and Slovenia 
Information about all CRC Committee sessions.  
The CRC Committee is working on its general comment No. 27 on children’s rights to access to justice and effective remedies.

Committee Against Torture (CAT)
Between October 2024 and May 2025, the CAT will review the following European countries: 
· 28 October-22 November 2024 – 81st session: adoption of list of issues prior to reporting on Lithuania, San Marino, Serbia and Sweden 

· 7 April-2 May 2025 – 82nd session: States review of Armenia, France, Monaco and Ukraine; adoption of list of issues prior to reporting on Iceland and Montenegro 

Information about all CAT Committee sessions. 
Human Rights Committee (HRC)
In March 2025, the Human Rights Committee will review Albania, Montenegro and North Macedonia. 
Information about all Human Rights Committee sessions. 
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