
AFCO Committee & the Rights of 
Persons with Disabilities 

   
The aim of this document is to give general information concerning why and how the 

Parliament, and particularly the Committee on Constitutional Affairs, can improve the 

lives of persons with disabilities in the European Union and beyond. 

Context 
At the last European elections held in June 2024, it is estimated that 

approximately 400,000 persons with disabilities were deprived from their right to 

vote. According to the latest Fundamental Rights Agency report on political 

participation of persons with disabilities, there are still 13 Member States which 

restrict voting rights to persons under total or partial legal guardianship. 

Furthermore, the right to stand as candidate is restricted in 17 EU countries. 

In addition to these legal barriers, different accessibility barriers also prevent the 

participation of persons with disabilities in the public and political life of the EU 

and their communities. Voting methods, political parties and public institutions in 

all Member States do not sufficiently address the specific situation of persons 

with disabilities. You can find more information, in the EDF Human Rights 

Report on Political Participation. 

 

https://fra.europa.eu/en/publication/2024/political-participation?page=2#read-online
https://fra.europa.eu/en/publication/2024/political-participation?page=2#read-online
https://www.edf-feph.org/publications/human-rights-report-2022-political-participation-of-persons-with-disabilities/
https://www.edf-feph.org/publications/human-rights-report-2022-political-participation-of-persons-with-disabilities/
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Political priorities 
• Keep encouraging the Council of the EU to adopt the AFCO proposal for a 

new EU electoral law which ensures the right to vote regardless of legal 

capacity status, as well as accessibility in elections and in EU elections’ 

campaigns. This proposal for a Council regulation should also incorporate 

the right to stand as candidate regardless of legal capacity. 

• Address the particular situation of mobile EU citizens with disabilities 

whose political rights may be altered when moving to another EU Member 

State.  

• Promote inclusion of persons with disabilities by European political parties. 

• Collaborate with national parliaments on disability-related matters. 

• Follow up on the Conference on the Future of Europe, and make sure 

that future initiatives involving EU citizens are accessible and fully inclusive 

for persons with disabilities. 

• Guarantee that the announced European Democracy Shield promotes an 

inclusive approach that facilitates the participation of persons with 

disabilities in political and public affairs. 

• Call the European Commission to adopt a Civil Society Strategy. This 

strategy should acknowledge the indispensable role of civil society in all its 

diversity in fostering democratic engagement and safeguarding human 

rights. The strategy should provide a robust and coherent policy framework 

that enables, supports and protects civil society. 

• Call the European Commission to make available resources in the next 

Multiannual Financial Framework, through a strengthened Rights, 

Equality and Citizenship Programme, ensuring the effective participation of 

persons with disabilities and their representative organisations in EU public 

affairs. To do so all EU institutions should also improve the accessibility of 

their communication and tools, including public consultation tools, 

stakeholders meetings, public debates, events, etc.  

• Ensure an interinstitutional approach to the implementation of the UN 

Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.  

https://www.edf-feph.org/the-eu-parliament-proposes-a-new-electoral-law-ensuring-the-political-rights-of-persons-with-disabilities/
https://www.edf-feph.org/the-eu-parliament-proposes-a-new-electoral-law-ensuring-the-political-rights-of-persons-with-disabilities/
https://www.edf-feph.org/publications/edf-position-paper-on-mobile-eu-citizens-directives/
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Must know 

The United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with 
Disabilities (UN CRPD) 

The UN CRPD is an international treaty ratified by 

the EU and its Member States, committing them to 

fully realise the human rights of persons with 

disabilities through new policies and reviews. The 

European Parliament is bound to promote and comply with the UN CRPD in its 

legislative work and ensure equal rights and opportunities for citizens and staff 

with disabilities.  

Disability Intergroup 
The Disability Intergroup of the European 

Parliament is an informal grouping of MEPs 

interested in promoting the right policies for 

persons with disabilities within their work at 

Parliament and national level. It was established in 1980 and is an efficient 

network through which to communicate and coordinate work on disability 

policies. If you are interested in joining the Disability Intergroup, please contact 

Alejandro Moledo.  

European Disability Forum (EDF) 
EDF is an umbrella organisation of persons with disabilities that 

defends the interests of persons with disabilities living in Europe. 

We are a strong, united voice of persons with disabilities in 

Europe that collaborates closely with the European Parliament in 

ensuring that the interests and needs of persons with disabilities 

are taken into account. 

Useful resources  
• EDF Human Rights Report on Political Participation 

• EDF Position on political rights of mobile EU citizens (Council Directives) 

• Disability Rights in the EU 

Contact us! 
Alejandro Moledo, EDF Deputy Director & Head of Policy 

mailto:www.edf-feph.org
https://www.ohchr.org/en/treaty-bodies/crpd
http://www.edf-feph.org/disability-intergroup-european-parliament
http://www.edf-feph.org/disability-intergroup-european-parliament
mailto:alejandro.moledo@edf-feph.org.
mailto:www.edf-feph.org
https://www.edf-feph.org/publications/human-rights-report-2022-political-participation-of-persons-with-disabilities/
https://www.edf-feph.org/publications/edf-position-paper-on-mobile-eu-citizens-directives/
https://www.edf-feph.org/your-rights-in-the-eu/
mailto:alejandro.moledo@edf-feph.org

