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AFET Committee & the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities

The aim of this document is to give general information concerning why and how
the Parliament, and particularly the Committee on Foreign Affairs (AFET

Committee), can improve the lives of persons with disabilities in the European
Union and beyond.
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Context

Persons with disabilities make up 16% of the global population, with 80% residing
in low- and middle-income countries. These individuals often face significant

barriers, including limited access to education, healthcare, and employment.
Emergency situations, such as humanitarian crises and climate change, also
severely impact persons with disabilities. The AFET Committee plays a crucial role
in advocating for their rights globally.

AFET can ensure that foreign policies include the rights of persons with disabilities.
The committee's responsibility to advance human rights underscores its role in
implementing the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
(CRPD). Through monitoring negotiations concerning association and partnership
agreements, the committee can encourage partner countries to adoptinclusive
policies that uphold the dignity and rights of persons with disabilities. AFET
together with the Committee on Development also has a role to play in monitoring
the implementation of the EU’s budget for EU external action, and to hold the
European Commission accountable for ensuring its budgeting and programming
are in line with the CRPD.


https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/disability-and-health
https://www.un.org/development/desa/disabilities/resources/factsheet-on-persons-with-disabilities.html
https://www.un.org/development/desa/disabilities/resources/factsheet-on-persons-with-disabilities.html

Political priorities

e Strengthen the EU Strategy on Disability Rights: Call the European
Commission to uphold its political commitment to update the EU Strategy
on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities 2021-2030, and that particular
attention is given to promoting the rights of persons with disabilities
globally.

e Advocate for a Disability Action Plan in EU External Action: Encourage
the European Commission to develop a Disability Action Plan within EU
External Action, like the Youth Action Plan, providing a comprehensive
framework for EU external action to strengthen disability-inclusion in EU
external action.

o Ensure a Disability Inclusive EU Budget for EU External Action: Ensure
the allocation for the Neighbourhood, Development and International
Cooperation Instrument (NDICI) — Global Europe mainstreams and targets
the rights of persons with disabilities and hold the European Commission
accountable for ensuring its budgeting and programming are in line with the
CRPD.

e Ensure Inclusivity in the Human Rights and Democracy Action Plan:
Advocate for the Human Rights and Democracy Action Plan to be fully
inclusive of the rights of persons with disabilities, ensuring that all
activities, including human rights dialogues with partner countries, promote
the CRPD and consider inputs from disability organisations.

e Promote disability-inclusive development in Foreign Policy: Lead in
disability-inclusive development by supporting a Common Foreign and
Security Policy that actively includes the rights of persons with disabilities.

e Promote the Global Disability Summit: Proactively request the European
Commission to submit, monitor and report on commitments for future

Global Disability Summit that reflect the leadership role which the EU has

committed to play in promoting and prioritising the rights of persons with

disabilities globally.
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https://www.globaldisabilitysummit.org/

e Incorporate Disability Rights in EU Agreements: Ensure that the rights of
persons with disabilities are recognized in all EU agreements including EU
Association Agreements, and that persons with disabilities and their
representative organizations are active participants in all stages of these
partnerships.

e Promote and analyse the use of the OECD-DAC Disability Policy Marker:
Undertake critical research and analysis of the EU’s contribution to
disability inclusive financing for development cooperation and

humanitarian action, including the EU’s use of the OECD DAC Disability

Policy Marker.

e Meaningfully Engage with Persons with Disabilities: Urge the
Commission to ensure the meaningful participation of persons with
disabilities through their representative organizations in all EU decision-

making processes related to international cooperation and humanitarian

action, atthe EU level and in partner countries. This includes providing

necessary technical and financial resources to ensure representative
organisations of persons with disabilities can actively engage in
international cooperation projects, policies, and programs.

e Ensure that Humanitarian Assistance is accessible and inclusive for all
persons with disabilities: Provide access to water, shelter, food,
electricity, healthcare (including mental health care), and medication, as
well as meeting specific needs such as assistive and medical devices and
personal care. This includes the EU’s response to the ongoing humanitarian

crisis in Gaza.

Must know

United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
The UN CRPD is an international treaty ratified by the
EU and its Member States, committing them to fully
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through new policies and reviews. The European
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mailto:www.edf-feph.org
https://www.edf-feph.org/oecd-dac-disability-marker/
https://www.edf-feph.org/oecd-dac-disability-marker/
https://wikis.ec.europa.eu/display/ExactExternalWiki/Leaving+no+one+behind+-+Disability+inclusion+in+EU+external+action?src=sidebar#:~:text=What%20is%20it%3F,programming%20and%20implementation%20of%20actions.
https://wikis.ec.europa.eu/display/ExactExternalWiki/Leaving+no+one+behind+-+Disability+inclusion+in+EU+external+action?src=sidebar#:~:text=What%20is%20it%3F,programming%20and%20implementation%20of%20actions.
https://wikis.ec.europa.eu/display/ExactExternalWiki/Leaving+no+one+behind+-+Disability+inclusion+in+EU+external+action?src=sidebar#:~:text=What%20is%20it%3F,programming%20and%20implementation%20of%20actions.
https://www.ohchr.org/en/treaty-bodies/crpd

Parliament is bound to promote and comply with the UN CRPD in its legislative

work and ensure equal rights for citizens and staff with disabilities.

Disability Intergroup

The Disability Intergroup of the European

@)
.] DISABILITY Parliament is an informal grouping of MEPs

INTERGR: :UP

of the European Parliament interested in promoting the right policies for

persons with disabilities within their work at
Parliament and national level. It was established in 1980 and is an efficient
network to communicate and coordinate work on disability policies. If you are

interested in joining the Disability Intergroup, please contact Alejandro Moledo.

European Disability Forum

The European Disability Forum (EDF) is an umbrella

organisation of persons with disabilities that defends the
EUROPEAN

DISABILITY interests of persons with disabilities in Europe. We are a

FORUM

strong, united voice of persons with disabilities that

collaborates closely with the European Parliament to ensure

that the rights of persons with disabilities are considered.

International Disability and Development Consortium

The International Disability and Development Consortium

(IDDC) is a network of 36 civil society organisations, including
I D D C OPDs working together to promote inclusive development and
humanitarian action with a focus on the full and effective

enjoyment of human rights by all persons with disabilities.

Useful resources

e EDF-IDDC analysis of the EU Strategy for the rights of persons with
disabilities 2021-2030.

e Joint EDF-IDDC statement on EU guidance note on disability inclusion in EU
external action

e Bridging the Gap call to action on disability inclusive development (2021) /
funding study (2019)

Contact us!
Erika Hudson, EDF International Cooperation Policy Officer
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http://www.edf-feph.org/disability-intergroup-european-parliament
http://www.edf-feph.org/disability-intergroup-european-parliament
mailto:alejandro.moledo@edf-feph.org.
mailto:www.edf-feph.org
http://www.iddcconsortium.net/
http://www.iddcconsortium.net/
https://www.edf-feph.org/content/uploads/2021/06/EDF-IDDC-Analysis-of-EU-Strategy-on-the-rights-of-persons-with-disabilities-Priorities-plus-Annex.pdf
https://www.edf-feph.org/content/uploads/2021/06/EDF-IDDC-Analysis-of-EU-Strategy-on-the-rights-of-persons-with-disabilities-Priorities-plus-Annex.pdf
https://www.edf-feph.org/eu-guidance-note-on-inclusion-of-persons-with-disabilities-in-eu-global-actions-joint-reaction-by-edf-and-iddc/
https://www.edf-feph.org/eu-guidance-note-on-inclusion-of-persons-with-disabilities-in-eu-global-actions-joint-reaction-by-edf-and-iddc/
https://bridgingthegap-project.eu/bridging-the-gap-analyses-its-contribution-to-disability-inclusive-development/
https://bridgingthegap-project.eu/bridging-the-gap-analyses-its-contribution-to-disability-inclusive-development/
mailto:erika.hudson@edf-feph.org

Sarah Hull, IDDC EU Task Group Coordinator
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