
CULT Committee & the Rights of 
Persons with Disabilities 

   
The aim of this document is to give general information concerning why and how the 

Parliament, and particularly the Committee on Culture and Education, can improve the 

lives of persons with disabilities in the European Union and beyond. 

Context 
Persons with disabilities in the EU face numerous barriers to their full and 

effective participation in society. The denial of quality, inclusive education has a 

significant impact on this. Learners with disabilities are over twice as likely to 

drop out of school early compared to non-disabled peers, and many Member 

States still prefer to place learners with disabilities in segregated schools away 

from learners without disabilities. 

When it comes to EU mobility programmes under Erasmus+, persons with 

disabilities are far less likely to enjoy these opportunities owing to the 

difficulties with accessing support services in another EU Member State, and 

the extra costs they often occur when taking part in them. 

The way the media represents persons with disabilities also has a 

considerable impact on society’s awareness of disability issues and on sharing 

the experiences of the disability community to a wider audience. This is 

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/view/edat_lfse_40/default/table?lang=en&category=dsb.dsb_educ
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/view/edat_lfse_40/default/table?lang=en&category=dsb.dsb_educ
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something that the EU, through the Creative Europe programme, has the power 

to change. 

Concerning media, persons with disabilities do not enjoy equal access to it 

either. Unfortunately, Member States did not fully utilise the provisions of the 

Audiovisual Media Services Directive to increase the availability of subtitles 

for the deaf and hard of hearing, audio description, sign language interpretation 

and spoken subtitles in audiovisual content. Only 13 Member States reported 

national obligations as for proportion of programmes accessible. 

Besides, despite the progress achieved with the ratification of the Marrakech 

Treaty as for printed materials, persons with disabilities still face accessibility 

barriers when accessing other cultural works. Copyright rules prevent 

providers (e.g. audiovisual media providers) from accessing accessibility 

services designed for persons with disabilities. 

Political priorities 
• Amend the Audiovisual Media Services Directive with quantitative 

targets over time to be introduced at national level ensuring progress in 

media accessibility. The European Commission will launch an evaluation 

and potential revision in 2026. 

• Protect the budget of mobility programmes like Erasmus+ and the 

Solidarity Corps, and ensure extra support is given to participants 

with disabilities to help cover extra costs.  

• Call for an expansion of EU-wide copyright exemptions to other 

cultural works to facilitate accessible adaptations and availability of these 

for all persons with disabilities.  

• Promote the use of funding from Creative Europe to explore the 

representation of persons with disabilities in media and ensure that 

all EU funded media and culture complies with state-of-the-art 

accessibility standards. 

• Promote that national sign languages of the Member States are 

given the legal status of languages, including at EU level, in order to 

be in line with Article 2 of the UN CRPD, which places sign languages on 

an equal footing with spoken languages. 

 

https://culture.ec.europa.eu/creative-europe/about-the-creative-europe-programme
https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/library/commission-report-application-audiovisual-media-services-directive
https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/library/commission-report-application-audiovisual-media-services-directive
https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/policies/marrakesh-treaty
https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/policies/marrakesh-treaty
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Must know 

The United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with 
Disabilities (UN CRPD) 

The UN CRPD is an international treaty ratified by 

the EU and its Member States, committing them to 

fully realise the human rights of persons with 

disabilities through new policies and reviews. The 

European Parliament is bound to promote and comply with the UN CRPD in its 

legislative work and ensure equal rights and opportunities for citizens and staff 

with disabilities.  

Disability Intergroup 
The Disability Intergroup of the European 

Parliament is an informal grouping of MEPs 

interested in promoting the right policies for 

persons with disabilities within their work at 

Parliament and national level. It was established in 1980 and is an efficient 

network through which to communicate and coordinate work on disability 

policies. If you are interested in joining the Disability Intergroup, please contact 

Alejandro Moledo.  

European Disability Forum (EDF) 
EDF is an umbrella organisation of persons with disabilities that 

defends the interests of persons with disabilities living in Europe. 

We are a strong, united voice of persons with disabilities in 

Europe that collaborates closely with the European Parliament in 

ensuring that the interests and needs of persons with disabilities 

are taken into account. 

Useful resources  
- EDF toolkit on the Audiovisual Media Services Directive 

- European Commission report on application of AVMS Directive 

- ERGA report on AVMSD article 7 Accessibility 

- EDF Feedback to the Evaluation of the Marrakesh Treaty (2023) 

mailto:www.edf-feph.org
https://www.ohchr.org/en/treaty-bodies/crpd
http://www.edf-feph.org/disability-intergroup-european-parliament
http://www.edf-feph.org/disability-intergroup-european-parliament
mailto:alejandro.moledo@edf-feph.org.
mailto:www.edf-feph.org
https://www.edf-feph.org/content/uploads/2020/12/final_edf_avmsd_toolkit_november_2019_0.pdf
https://www.edf-feph.org/content/uploads/2020/12/final_edf_avmsd_toolkit_november_2019_0.pdf
https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/library/commission-report-application-audiovisual-media-services-directive
https://erga-online.eu/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/ERGA-SG1-2021-Report-Article-7-accessibility.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/13615-EU-copyright-law-for-blind-and-visually-impaired-people-evaluation-of-the-Marrakesh-Directive-and-Regulation/F3414879_en


European Disability Forum | #NothingAboutUsWithoutUs 
Address: Avenue des Art 7-8, 1210 Bruxelles 

VAT: BE0459641626 | EU Transparency number: 57868523887-16 | www.edf-feph.org 

4 

- Disability Rights in the EU 

Contact us! 
Haydn Hammersley, EDF Social Policy Coordinator 
Daniel Casas, EDF Accessibility Policy Officer 
 

https://www.edf-feph.org/your-rights-in-the-eu/
mailto:haydn.hammersley@edf-feph.org
mailto:Daniel%20Casas%20%3cdaniel.casas@edf-feph.org%3e

