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The aim of this document is to give general information concerning why and how the
Parliament, and particularly the Committee on Development can improve the lives of
persons with disabilities in the European Union and beyond.
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Context

Persons with disabilities make up 16% of the global population, with 80% residing in
low- and middle-income countries. These individuals often face significant barriers,
including limited access to education, healthcare, and employment. Emergency
situations, such as humanitarian crises and climate change, also severely impact
persons with disabilities, whose mortality rate is up to four times higher than those
without disabilities.

The DEVE Committee plays a crucial role in promoting the rights of persons with
disabilities within the EU’s agenda and budget for international partnerships and
humanitarian action and ensuring they are disability-inclusive and in line with the UN
Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD). By prioritising disability-



https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/disability-and-health
https://www.un.org/development/desa/disabilities/resources/factsheet-on-persons-with-disabilities.html
https://www.un.org/development/desa/disabilities/resources/factsheet-on-persons-with-disabilities.html
https://www.dinf.ne.jp/doc/english/twg/escap_121031/fujii.html
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:OJ.L_.2021.209.01.0001.01.ENG
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:OJ.L_.2021.209.01.0001.01.ENG

inclusive development, DEVE can address intersecting inequalities and foster
sustainable growth, ensuring that “no one is left behind” in line with Agenda 2030 and
the CRPD. Through its efforts, the committee strengthens global human rights
standards and ensures equal opportunities for all, including persons with disabilities.
Political priorities

e Strengthen the EU Strategy on Disability Rights: Call the European Commission
to uphold its political commitment to update the EU Strategy on the Rights of
Persons with Disabilities 2021-2030, and that particular attention is given to
promoting the rights of persons with disabilities globally.

e Advocate for a Disability Action Plan in EU External Action: Encourage the
European Commission to develop a Disability Action Plan within EU External Action,
like the Youth Action Plan, providing a comprehensive framework for EU institutions
and Member States to strengthen disability-inclusion in EU external action.

e Ensure a Disability Inclusive EU Budget for EU External Action: Ensure the
allocation for the Neighbourhood, Development and International Cooperation
Instrument (NDICI) — Global Europe mainstreams and targets the rights of persons
with disabilities and hold the European Commission accountable for ensuring its
budgeting and programming are in line with the CRPD.

¢ Include the Rights of Persons with Disabilities in EU Political Dialogues with
partner countries and hearings: During political dialogues with partner countries
and Parliament hearings ensure that persons with disabilities and Organisations of
Persons with Disabilities (OPDs) can meaningfully participate and that disability
rights are a part of the agenda.

e Promote Disability-Inclusion in EU Development Policies and Funding: Promote,
implement and monitor disability inclusion in EU international partnerships and
development policy, funding and initiatives, including the Global Gateway, to
ensure they are systematically in line with the CRPD (especially Article 32).

e Promote the Global Disability Summit: Proactively request the European
Commission to submit, monitor and report on commitments for future Global

Disability Summit that reflect the leadership role which the EU has committed to

play in promoting and prioritising the rights of persons with disabilities globally.
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https://www.un.org/development/desa/disabilities/convention-on-the-rights-of-persons-with-disabilities/article-32-international-cooperation.html
https://www.globaldisabilitysummit.org/
https://www.globaldisabilitysummit.org/

e Advocate for the implementation and effective monitoring of the DG ECHO
Operational Guidance on the Inclusion of Persons with Disabilities in EU-

funded Humanitarian Aid Operations: Ensure that DG ECHO Operational

Guidance is line with the internationally recognised Inter-Agency Standing

Committee (IASC) Guidelines on Inclusion of Persons with Disabilities in

Humanitarian Action.

e Ensure EU policies are alighed with the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk

Reduction 2015-2030: There is no mention of disability in the EU midterm review of

the Sendai Framework. Itis crucial to ensure the full and effective implementation

of the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 2015-2030, by using tools

such as the EU Sendai Framework action plan.

¢ Investin Climate Mitigation and Adaptation Policies: Advocate for the EU to play
a leading role in the global move towards disability inclusion in climate action,
ensuring that climate mitigation and adaptation policies, as well as a 'just
transition' benefit persons with disabilities.

o Promote and analyse the use of the OECD-DAC Disability Policy Marker:
Undertake critical research and analysis of the EU’s contribution to disability
inclusive financing for development cooperation and humanitarian action,

including the EU’s use of the OECD DAC Disability Policy Marker.

o Meaningfully Engage with Persons with Disabilities: Urge the Commission to
ensure the meaningful participation of persons with disabilities through their

representative organizations (OPDs) in all EU decision-making processes related to

international cooperation and humanitarian action, at the EU level and in partner

countries. This includes providing necessary technical and financial resources to
ensure OPDs can actively engage in international cooperation projects, policies,

and programs.
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mailto:www.edf-feph.org
https://ec.europa.eu/echo/files/policies/sectoral/doc_echo_og_inclusion_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/echo/files/policies/sectoral/doc_echo_og_inclusion_en.pdf
https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/iasc-guidelines-on-inclusion-of-persons-with-disabilities-in-humanitarian-action-2019
https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/iasc-guidelines-on-inclusion-of-persons-with-disabilities-in-humanitarian-action-2019
https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/iasc-guidelines-on-inclusion-of-persons-with-disabilities-in-humanitarian-action-2019
https://ec.europa.eu/echo/files/policies/prevention_preparedness/sendai_framework_for_disaster_risk_reduction_midterm_review_2023.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/echo/files/policies/prevention_preparedness/sendai_framework_for_disaster_risk_reduction_midterm_review_2023.pdf
https://www.undrr.org/publication/sendai-framework-disaster-risk-reduction-2015-2030
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/european-commission-launches-sendai-action-plan-disaster-risk-reduction
https://www.edf-feph.org/oecd-dac-disability-marker/
https://wikis.ec.europa.eu/display/ExactExternalWiki/Leaving+no+one+behind+-+Disability+inclusion+in+EU+external+action?src=sidebar#:~:text=What%20is%20it%3F,programming%20and%20implementation%20of%20actions.
https://wikis.ec.europa.eu/display/ExactExternalWiki/Leaving+no+one+behind+-+Disability+inclusion+in+EU+external+action?src=sidebar#:~:text=What%20is%20it%3F,programming%20and%20implementation%20of%20actions.

Must know

United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
The UN CRPD is an international treaty ratified by the EU
ﬁ n and its Member States, committing them to fully realise

CONVENTION . e
) ONTHERIGHTs  the human rights of persons with disabilities through new
. OF PERSONS
WITH DISABILITIES

policies and reviews. The European Parliament is bound to

promote and comply with the UN CRPD in its legislative work and ensure equal rights

and opportunities for citizens and staff with disabilities.

Disability Intergroup

The Disability Intergroup of the European Parliament is

O
’] DISABILITY an informal grouping of MEPs interested in promoting

INTERGR: :UP

of the European Parliament the right policies for persons with disabilities within
their work at Parliament and national level. It was
established in 1980 and is an efficient network through which to communicate and
coordinate work on disability policies. If you are interested in joining the Disability

Intergroup, please contact Alejandro Moledo.

European Disability Forum

The European Disability Forum (EDF) is an umbrella organisation of

EUROPEAN persons with disabilities that defends the interests of persons with
DISABILITY
FORUM disabilities in Europe. We are a strong, united voice of persons with

A\

\ disabilities that collaborates closely with the European Parliament to

ensure that the rights of persons with disabilities are taken into account.

International Disability and Development Consortium

The International Disability and Development Consortium (IDDC) is a

network of 36 civil society organisations, including OPDs working
IDDC together to promote inclusive development and humanitarian action
with a focus on the full and effective enjoyment of human rights by all

persons with disabilities.

Useful resources

e EDF-IDDC analysis of the EU Strategy for the rights of persons with disabilities.
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https://www.ohchr.org/en/treaty-bodies/crpd
http://www.edf-feph.org/disability-intergroup-european-parliament
mailto:alejandro.moledo@edf-feph.org.
mailto:www.edf-feph.org
http://www.iddcconsortium.net/
https://www.edf-feph.org/content/uploads/2021/06/EDF-IDDC-Analysis-of-EU-Strategy-on-the-rights-of-persons-with-disabilities-Priorities-plus-Annex.pdf

e Joint EDF-IDDC statement on EU guidance note on disability inclusion in EU
external action

e European Consensus on Humanitarian Aid

e European Parliament resolution of 23 November 2023 on how to build an
innovative humanitarian aid strategy: spotlight on current and forgotten crises

e DEVE Committee Briefing: Humanitarian assistance to persons with disabilities

e Disability-inclusive Disaster Risk Reduction (Policy Paper) and Review of DiDRR
across Europe and Central Asia.

Contact us!
Giulia Traversi, EDF Humanitarian Policy Officer

Erika Hudson, EDF International Cooperation Policy Officer

Sarah Hull, IDDC EU Task Group Coordinator
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https://www.edf-feph.org/eu-guidance-note-on-inclusion-of-persons-with-disabilities-in-eu-global-actions-joint-reaction-by-edf-and-iddc/
https://www.edf-feph.org/eu-guidance-note-on-inclusion-of-persons-with-disabilities-in-eu-global-actions-joint-reaction-by-edf-and-iddc/
https://civil-protection-humanitarian-aid.ec.europa.eu/who/european-consensus_en
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2023-0437_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2023-0437_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2024/754453/EXPO_BRI(2024)754453_EN.pdf
https://www.edf-feph.org/publications/disability-inclusive-disaster-risk-reduction-moving-forward-in-didrr-across-europe-and-central-asia/
https://www.edf-feph.org/publications/review-of-disability-inclusive-disaster-risk-reduction-policy-and-practice-across-europe-and-central-asia/
https://www.edf-feph.org/publications/review-of-disability-inclusive-disaster-risk-reduction-policy-and-practice-across-europe-and-central-asia/
mailto:giulia.traversi@edf-feph.org
mailto:erika.hudson@edf-feph.org
mailto:iddceuropeanunion@iddcconsortium.net

