DisABILIY ITRE Committee & the Rights of
Persons with Disabilities
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The aim of this document is to give general information concerning why and how the
Parliament, and particularly the Committee on Industry, Research and Energy, can
improve the lives of persons with disabilities in the European Union and beyond.
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Context

64,3% of persons with disabilities aged 16+ have an internet connection at
home, compared to 87,9% of people without disabilities. The lack of affordable,
available and accessible technologies, including assistive technologies
specifically designed for persons with disabilities, hinder their full participation in
the EU’s digital single market.

Accessibility requirements and the specific perspective of persons with
disabilities should be incorporated not only in the digital economy but also in
regulations regarding energy efficiency, since many persons with disabilities
face higher energy consumption.

Lastly, the ITRE committee should promote the above-mentioned requirements
in the upcoming EU research funding programmes, as well as in the revision of
the EU standardisation system, which do not ensure equal and fair participation

of persons with disabilities and their representative organisations.



Political priorities

o Make sure the Digital Transition consider accessibility and non-
discrimination for persons with disabilities as a core pre-condition to
reduce (digital) exclusion. This is especially relevant in the context of
upcoming legislation concerning the impact of digitalisation at work (Al
management, tele-working, and right to disconnect)

o Call for legislation to guarantee the availability and affordability of
assistive technologies for persons with disabilities in the EU single
market. At the moment, different national rules, certification schemes and
provision systems make that the same assistive product or service can or
cannot be available at an affordable price for persons with disabilities
depending on the country in which the person is based.

e Ensure accessibility and participation of persons with disabilities in EU
research funding programmes after 2027, notably Horizon Europe
and Digital Europe. These programmes must ensure a human rights-
based approach when looking at the impact on persons with disabilities.
This should also be a task of the announced Al Research Council.

¢ Reform the European Standardisation System: the current Regulation
1025/2012 does not ensure the participation of representative
organisations of persons with disabilities on equal basis with other
stakeholders, particularly industry representatives. Furthermore, this
system does not require to take into account accessibility as a pre-
condition, resulting in new standards that reinforce existing barriers for
persons with disabilities. The Commission is preparing the revision of this

legislation. EDF supports a thorough overhaul of the current system,

which should also ensure the free-of-charge availability of harmonised
standards in support of EU legislation.

e Support the establishment of a European Agency on Accessibility to
support Member States, industry, and the community of persons with
disabilities to implement EU accessibility legislation (e.g. Accessibility
Act, Web Accessibility Directive, Electronic Communication Code,

Audiovisual Media Services Directive, etc.), and keep advancing towards

a more accessible Europe.
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https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg/2012/1025/oj
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg/2012/1025/oj
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/13446-European-standardisation-evaluation_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/13446-European-standardisation-evaluation/F3437102_en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:OJ.L_.2019.151.01.0070.01.ENG&toc=OJ:L:2019:151:TOC
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:OJ.L_.2019.151.01.0070.01.ENG&toc=OJ:L:2019:151:TOC
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/dir/2016/2102/oj
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32018L1972
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/dir/2018/1808/oj

Must know

The United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities (UN CRPD)

The UN CRPD is an international treaty ratified by
ﬁn the EU and its Member States, committing them to
CONVENTION . . .
) onTHERIGHTs  fully realise the human rights of persons with
i :i . I OF PERSONS
WITHDISABILITIES  disabilities through new policies and reviews. The

European Parliament is bound to promote and comply with the UN CRPD in its

legislative work and ensure equal rights and opportunities for citizens and staff

with disabilities.

Disability Intergroup

O The Disability Intergroup of the European
. FIS'?EBII{_(I;I{ p Parliament is an informal grouping of MEPs
O!:Ihe Eurapean P;Hi‘aln:'em interested in promoting the right policies for

persons with disabilities within their work at
Parliament and national level. It was established in 1980 and is an efficient
network through which to communicate and coordinate work on disability
policies. If you are interested in joining the Disability Intergroup, please contact

Alejandro Moledo.

European Disability Forum (EDF)
EDF is an umbrella organisation of persons with disabilities that

St defends the interests of persons with disabilities living in Europe.

DISABILITY . . . . - .
FORUM We are a strong, united voice of persons with disabilities in
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Europe that collaborates closely with the European Parliament in
ensuring that the interests and needs of persons with disabilities

are taken into account.

Useful resources

e EDF position on the EU Disability Strategy 2021-2030
e EDF position on Standardisation Regulation
e Disability Rights in the EU

Contact us!
Alejandro Moledo, Alejandro Moledo, EDF Deputy Director & Head of Policy
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mailto:www.edf-feph.org
https://www.ohchr.org/en/treaty-bodies/crpd
http://www.edf-feph.org/disability-intergroup-european-parliament
http://www.edf-feph.org/disability-intergroup-european-parliament
mailto:alejandro.moledo@edf-feph.org.
mailto:www.edf-feph.org
https://www.edf-feph.org/updated-eu-disability-rights-strategy/
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/13446-European-standardisation-evaluation/F3437102_en
https://www.edf-feph.org/your-rights-in-the-eu/
https://www.edf-feph.org/your-rights-in-the-eu/
mailto:alejandro.moledo@edf-feph.org
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