
JURI Committee & the Rights of 
Persons with Disabilities 

   
The aim of this document is to give general information concerning why and how the 

Parliament, and particularly the Committee on Legal Affairs (JURI), can improve the lives 

of persons with disabilities in the European Union and beyond. 

Context 
The EU and all its Member States have all ratified the UN Convention on the 

Rights of Persons with Disabilities (UN CRPD) and have the obligations to 

guarantee, promote and protect disability rights in all areas of life, including 

policies and law, such as in civil laws. Yet, many persons with disabilities, 

especially persons with intellectual or psychosocial disabilities, as well as older 

persons, continue to be deprived of their legal capacity across the EU. Full 

deprivation of legal capacity is allowed in 12 member states, while 9 member 

states allow for partial guardianship or similar systems. Additionally, 6 member 

states have nearly abolished guardianship but maintain exceptions in specific 

cases. Deprivation of legal capacity is against the UN CRPD. Positively, 13 EU 

member states have adopted legislation creating supported decision-making 

systems to uphold the rights and autonomy of persons with disabilities. Such 

mechanisms must be recognised and promoted throughout the EU.  
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Political priorities 
• Mainstream disability rights initiatives of the JURI Committee, in particular 

actions related to justice, e-justice, digitalisation, cross border 

cooperation and artificial intelligence. 

• Amend the proposed Regulation on Protection of Adults to ensure its 

respect the rights of persons with disabilities and older persons, in line with 

the UN CRPD Committee and recommendations from UN experts and 

NGOs. See EDF amendments for this Regulation. 

• Organise a workshop on legal capacity and supported-decision making 

mechanisms, involving representative organisations of persons with 

disabilities and older adults, policy-makers and council of notaries.  

• Adopt an own-initiative report on the protection of the rights of 

marginalised groups in civil law and supported decision-making, with 

a specific focus on persons with disabilities and older adults. 

• Organise a joint hearing with the Internal Market and Consumer Protection 

Committee on digitalisation and persons with disabilities.   

• Call on the European Commission to collect good practice and adopt 

Recommendation on promoting supported decision-making systems for 

persons with disabilities and older people, as an action in the revision of the 

EU Strategy on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities 2021-2030.  

Must know 

The United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with 
Disabilities (UN CRPD) 

The UN CRPD is an international treaty ratified by 

the EU and its Member States, committing them to 

fully realise the human rights of persons with 

disabilities through new policies and reviews. The 

European Parliament is bound to promote and comply with the UN CRPD in its 

legislative work and ensure equal rights and opportunities for citizens and staff 

with disabilities.  

https://www.edf-feph.org/protection-of-adults-across-borders/
https://www.ohchr.org/en/treaty-bodies/crpd
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Disability Intergroup 
The Disability Intergroup of the European 

Parliament is an informal grouping of MEPs 

interested in promoting the right policies for 

persons with disabilities within their work at 

Parliament and national level. It was established in 1980 and is an efficient 

network through which to communicate and coordinate work on disability 

policies. If you are interested in joining the Disability Intergroup, please contact 

Alejandro Moledo.  

European Disability Forum (EDF) 
EDF is an umbrella organisation of persons with disabilities that 

defends the interests of persons with disabilities living in Europe. 

We are a strong, united voice of persons with disabilities in 

Europe that collaborates closely with the European Parliament in 

ensuring that the interests and needs of persons with disabilities 

are taken into account. 

Useful resources  
• EDF’s work on protection of adults across borders 

• EDF Human Rights Report on legal capacity: Personal choice and 
control 

• UN CRPD Committee’s General Comment No. 1 - Article 12: Equal 
recognition before the law 

• International Principles and Guidelines on Access to Justice for Persons 
with Disabilities 

Contact us! 
Marine Uldry, EDF Human Rights Policy Coordinator 
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