DisABILIY PETI Committee & the Rights of
Persons with Disabilities
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The aim of this document is to give general information concerning why and how the
Parliament, and particularly the Committee on Petitions (PETI), can improve the lives of
persons with disabilities in the European Union and beyond.
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People with disabilities in the EU continue to face wide ranging forms of
discrimination, ranging from more visible forms (such as segregated education
and denial of employment opportunities) to more subtle forms (such as
imposition of physical, psychological and social barriers), resulting in social
exclusion. Almost half of the EU citizens say discrimination is widespread on the
basis of disability. During its last mandate, the PETI Committee received many
petitions filed by persons with disabilities, including related to issues of
inaccessibility, discrimination, transport and mobility, disability assessment,
allowance and social benefits, access to housing, employment, education, and
healthcare, including the social and economic consequences of COVID-19.

It is therefore important that the PETI Committee shares these petitions with the

EU’s independent monitoring framework for the CRPD.



https://fra.europa.eu/en/cooperation/eu-partners/eu-crpd-framework/monitoring

Political priorities
e Authorise the submission of petitions using national Sign Languages
as requested by petition No 1056/2016.

e Conduct a study for the mid-term evaluation of the EU Strategy on the
rights of persons with disabilities 2021-2030.

e Adopt a resolution on the implementation by the EU of the Concluding
observations by the UN CRPD Committee, following their adoption
foreseen in 2025.

e Continue holding an Annual Workshop on the rights of persons with
disabilities, with the consultation and inclusion of representative
organisations with disabilities.

e Continue sharing petitions related to the rights of persons with disabilities

with the EU’s CRPD independent monitoring framework.

Must know

The United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities (UN CRPD)

- The UN CRPD is an international treaty ratified by
ﬁm the EU and its Member States, committing them to

CONVENTION . . .
) onTHERIGHTs  fully realise the human rights of persons with
. OF PERSONS
WITH DISABILITIES

disabilities through new policies and reviews. The

European Parliament is bound to promote and comply with the UN CRPD in its
legislative work and ensure equal rights and opportunities for citizens and staff

with disabilities.

Disability Intergroup

O The Disability Intergroup of the European
' DISABII{_ITI{"’ Parliament is an informal grouping of MEPs
!Jthh-erEEuropgn P;Hi}njel:t interested in promoting the right policies for

persons with disabilities within their work at
Parliament and national level. It was established in 1980 and is an efficient

network through which to communicate and coordinate work on disability
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policies. If you are interested in joining the Disability Intergroup, please contact

Alejandro Moledo.

European Disability Forum (EDF)
EDF is an umbrella organisation of persons with disabilities that

St defends the interests of persons with disabilities living in Europe.
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We are a strong, united voice of persons with disabilities in
Europe that collaborates closely with the European Parliament in
ensuring that the interests and needs of persons with disabilities

are taken into account.

Useful resources
e Disability Rights in the EU
¢ EDF Human Rights Reports

Contact us!
Alejandro Moledo, EDF Deputy Director & Head of Policy
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