
TRAN Committee & the Rights of 
Persons with Disabilities 

   
The aim of this document is to give general information concerning why and how the 

Parliament, and particularly the Transport and Tourism Committee (TRAN), can improve 

the lives of persons with disabilities in the European Union and beyond. 

 
Context 
Available, affordable and accessible transport services are a prerequisite to fully 

participate in society. Without them, people cannot work, study, access basic 

services and enjoy their freedom of movement across the EU.  As in many other 

areas in life, persons with disabilities face multiple barriers to access transport.  

The inaccessibility of transport infrastructure and vehicles and the gaps in the 

passenger rights regulations exclude persons with disabilities from doing what 

others give for granted: traveling autonomously and independently.  Besides, 

persons with disabilities still face discriminatory situations when, for example, 

they are denied boarding on a plane or when they do not receive adequate 

compensation if their mobility equipment is damaged or lost when travelling by 

air. 
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Additionally, the costs of traveling with a disability are higher compared to non-

disabled passengers and the greening and digitalisation of transport systems 

risk creating new barriers when inclusion and accessibility are not considered. 

These examples are only the surface of the issues faced by persons with 

disabilities in Europe.  

Political priorities 
 
• Strengthen the disability provisions in the enforcement and 

multimodal passenger rights proposals. This includes addressing the 

gaps in air travel to avoid situations such as denial of boarding, obligation to 

travel with an assistant without the air carrier paying for the extra ticket, lack 

of quality assistance in airports, and insufficient compensation for loss or 

damage of assistive and mobility equipment. Enforcement mechanisms for 

passenger rights should also be strengthened. Contact EDF secretariat 

(see below) to receive our proposals for amendments. 

• Make sure that the transport files that prepare for the digital and the 

green transition consider accessibility and non-discrimination for 

persons with disabilities. This includes the announced proposal on Single 

Digital Booking and Ticketing Regulation for transport, ensure accessible 

Urban Mobility, etc.  

• Call for a harmonisation and expansion of accessibility requirements 

in transport vehicles and infrastructure, including train stations and 

rolling stock, so all transport becomes more accessible to passengers with 

disabilities and a wider range of passengers.  

• Promote equal access for persons with disabilities to individual 

transportation means (e.g., to obtain driving licenses and adapted cars). 

 

https://www.edf-feph.org/new-proposals-on-passenger-rights-what-is-in-it-for-us/
https://www.edf-feph.org/new-proposals-on-passenger-rights-what-is-in-it-for-us/
https://commission.europa.eu/document/download/e6cd4328-673c-4e7a-8683-f63ffb2cf648_en?filename=Political%20Guidelines%202024-2029_EN.pdf
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Must know 

The United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with 
Disabilities (UN CRPD) 

The UN CRPD is an international treaty ratified by 

the EU and its Member States, committing them to 

fully realise the human rights of persons with 

disabilities through new policies and reviews. The 

European Parliament is bound to promote and comply with the UN CRPD in its 

legislative work and ensure equal rights and opportunities for citizens and staff 

with disabilities.  

Disability Intergroup 
The Disability Intergroup of the European 

Parliament is an informal grouping of MEPs 

interested in promoting the right policies for 

persons with disabilities within their work at 

Parliament and national level. It was established in 1980 and is an efficient 

network through which to communicate and coordinate work on disability 

policies. If you are interested in joining the Disability Intergroup, please contact 

Alejandro Moledo.  

European Disability Forum (EDF) 
EDF is an umbrella organisation of persons with disabilities that 

defends the interests of persons with disabilities living in Europe. 

We are a strong, united voice of persons with disabilities in 

Europe that collaborates closely with the European Parliament in 

ensuring that the interests and needs of persons with disabilities 

are taken into account. 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:www.edf-feph.org
https://www.ohchr.org/en/treaty-bodies/crpd
http://www.edf-feph.org/disability-intergroup-european-parliament
http://www.edf-feph.org/disability-intergroup-european-parliament
mailto:alejandro.moledo@edf-feph.org.
mailto:www.edf-feph.org
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Useful resources  
• EDF Analysis of the regulation proposal on enforcement of passenger 

rights (2024) 

• EDF Analysis of the regulation proposal on passenger rights in the 

multimodal context. (2024) 

• EDF amendments to the enforcement and multimodal passengers’ rights 

regulations. Contact us to receive them. 

• End the nightmare: passengers with disabilities deserve to travel by 

plane (2023) 

• Disability Rights in the EU 

Contact us! 
 
Daniel Casas: EDF’s Accessibility Policy Officer 
 

 

https://www.edf-feph.org/publications/analysis-of-the-proposal-on-enforcement-of-passenger-rights/
https://www.edf-feph.org/publications/analysis-of-the-proposal-on-enforcement-of-passenger-rights/
https://www.edf-feph.org/publications/analysis-of-the-proposal-on-multimodal-passenger-rights/
https://www.edf-feph.org/publications/analysis-of-the-proposal-on-multimodal-passenger-rights/
https://www.edf-feph.org/publications/end-the-nightmare-passengers-with-disabilities-deserve-to-travel-by-air/
https://www.edf-feph.org/publications/end-the-nightmare-passengers-with-disabilities-deserve-to-travel-by-air/
https://www.edf-feph.org/your-rights-in-the-eu/
https://www.edf-feph.org/your-rights-in-the-eu/
mailto:daniel.casas@edf-feph.org

