[image: image1.jpg]Funded by
the European Union




[image: image2.png]EUROPEAN
DISABILITY

FORUM






Document 2
EDF Toolkit on the EU Technical Support Instrument
Document for information and discussion
Purpose of this item

The purpose of this item is to explain our idea for a new toolkit on the EU’s Technical Support Instrument, to see if it is something the members would find useful, and to understand if we should make it a priority or not.
Questions for Committee members
1. Would you be in favour of EDF moving forward with this toolkit? 
Context

The EU’s Technical Support Instrument (TSI) is an EU programme that provides tailor-made technical expertise to EU Member States to design and implement reforms. The support is demand driven and does not require co-financing from Member States.
On disability issues, a number of EU Member States have made use of this EU funding and expert support to help with reforms. Some examples of this have been:

· Greece: Technical support for the reform of the Disability Assessment System

· Italy: Reforming the disability assessment and social protection system

· Latvia: Harmonising the disability assessment system and enhancing the integration of persons with disabilities in the labour market

· Lithuania: Reform of disability assessment

· Belgium: Disability assessment and introducing a new functionality tool

· Slovakia: Inclusion of children with disabilities in the context of deinstitutionalisation

· Slovenia: Reviewing the pension and disability insurance system

· Croatia: Improving the assessment of the remaining work capacity of persons with disabilities for their inclusion in the labour market
Under this instrument, the state can request expert advice in the areas where they want support with reforms. The EU will in turn cover the costs of these experts who advise governments on where and how to make changes.
Idea for the toolkit
The idea for this toolkit would aim to do a number of things:

1) Explain to our members how the Technical Support Instrument works

2) Enable them to propose the use of the instrument to their national or regional governments for areas where they want to see change

3) Propose themselves as experts who can guide their governments in making disability-related reforms, and receive financial compensation for their time and expertise from the European Commission

It could therefore simultaneously be a way for our members to push for reforms in their own countries, and to receive EU funding for the work that they are doing.

If we move ahead with this idea, we will produce it in 2025. 
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