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New EU institutional mandate and other European issues
A new institutional mandate of the European Union, following on the elections of the European Parliament in June, and the start of a new Commission in December 2024. 
EDF work with several institutions of the European Union for advocacy. During the women’s committee meeting we will present the key actors we work with, and how you can engage. These include: 
· European Commission: 
· Hadja Lahbib, Commissioner for Equality, Preparedness and Crisis Management
· Gender Equality Unit 
· Disability Unit 
· European Parliament: 
· Women’s Rights and Gender Equality Committee (“FEMM Committee”) 
· Disability Intergroup 
· Council of the European Union
· European Institute on Gender Equality
Our priorities will be to: 
1. Influence upcoming policies related to women’s rights: EU roadmap on women’s rights, new Gender Equality Strategy 
2. Mainstreaming disability rights in the next actions under the EU Disability Rights Strategy 
3. Monitoring transposition of the EU directive on combating violence against women and call for strong actions to end forced sterilisation
We work in a limited way with the Council of Europe. We are in contact with the team of the Commissioner for Human Rights and engage with the Group of Experts on Action against Violence against Women and Domestic Violence (GREVIO). In 2025, we will focus on the evaluation of the EU by the GREVIO. 
Combating violence against women and ending forced sterilisation campaign 
We are continuing to put a key focus on work related to combating violence against women and our campaign to end forced sterilisation. This includes: 
· Guide on transposition of the EU Directive and online training
· Collection of good practices on services for women with disabilities who are victims of violence across Europe
· Update of our report on ending forced sterilisation 
· Online peer exchange about ending forced sterilisation 
Reporting on women with disabilities to the GREVIO, CEDAW and CRPD Committees 
We continue to support our member organisations to report to the GREVIO, CEDAW and CRPD Committees. The first two are very important for women with disabilities. It is also important to include a strong gender perspective in evaluation of countries by the CRPD Committee. 
GREVIO 
We assisted to the first thematic evaluation visit of GREVIO to Belgium. The meeting with GREVIO focused on the theme “Building trust by delivering support, protection and justice” with the aim to address how national laws and policies build trust, deliver support, and provide access to justice for women victims of violence. 
The Belgian Disability Forum (BDF) submitted a written contribution, replying to a questionnaire prepared by GREVIO. During the meeting in Brussels, BDF emphasised the main issues faced by women and girls with disabilities in Belgium.
GREVIO plans to publish its first thematic evaluation report on Belgium in September 2025.
CEDAW Committee 
In 2025, the Committee on the elimination of discrimination against women will evaluate the following countries:
· 3 February to 21 February: evaluation of Belarus, Liechtenstein, and Luxembourg
· 24 February to 28 February: adoption of issues on Lithuania, and adoption of list of issues prior to the reporting on Austria
· 16 June to 4 July: evaluation of San Marino 
· 7 to 11 July: adoption of list of issues on the Republic of Moldova and adoption of list of issues prior to reporting on Poland
· 6 to 24 October: evaluation of the Czech Republic, Lithuania and the Netherlands 
CRPD Committee
In 2025, the Committee on the rights of persons with disabilities will evaluate the following European countries:
· 3 March to 21 March: evaluation of the European Union
· 24 March to 28 March: adoption of list of issues on Armenia, Monaco and the Republic of Moldova 
· 11 August to 29 August: evaluation of Finland
· 1 September to 5 September: adoption of list of issues Iceland, Ireland, Latvia, Luxembourg, and adoption of the list of issues prior to reporting of Cyprus
International events
There are several international events to be aware of, and which you can follow - whether it’s the event itself or the outcomes. 
· 10-21 March 2025: Commission on the Status of Women (CSW)
· 2-3 April 2025: Global Disability Summit
· 10-12 June 2025: Conference of States Parties to the CRPD Committee (COSP)
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