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DOC-BOARD-24-11-10
Membership Updates
                  Document for information/ for discussion/ for decision 
Purpose of this item
The purpose of this document is to present the new membership applications and for the Board to decide whether they will be accepted or not. The membership and credentials committee meet on November 7th, and support the proposals made here in the document

Questions for the Board 
· Do you agree to accept the Association of Entrepreneurs with Disabilities from Moldova - European Abilities Without Limits from Moldova as an associate member?
· Do you agree to accept Down Syndrome Albania Foundation as associate member?
· Do you agree to accept European Polio Union as full member?
Introduction 

The EDF secretariat has received three complete membership applications. The Membership and Credentials Committee have analysed them on November 7th and issued recommendations for each of them.

The Membership and Credentials Committee recommends the Board to accept each of these organisations for the membership category they are recommended for. Below each of the three organisations are introduced.  

The Association of Entrepreneurs with Disabilities from Moldova - European Abilities Without Limits

The Association of Entrepreneurs with Disabilities from Moldova - European Abilities Without Limits (AEFL Moldova) is a disability organisation that work on the territory of the Republic of Moldova. 

The association is dedicated to advocating for and empowering women from vulnerable groups, including those who face intersecting forms of discrimination such as women with disabilities, Roma women, and refugee women. Their mission transcends mere representation; they actively work to ensure their full inclusion in economic, professional, social, and political spheres, driving forward the principles of equal opportunity and gender equity.

Since its establishment in 2014, they have successfully implemented over 63 projects, directly impacting more than 28,000 beneficiaries and playing a crucial role in shaping inclusive public policies in Moldova.

Over the past two and a half years, they have also dedicated special efforts to supporting refugees with disabilities from Ukraine who are currently in Moldova. We established and managed the only temporary accommodation centre for refugees with disabilities from Ukraine in both Moldova and Europe, which operated from 2022 to 2024. This centre provided comprehensive services to over 1,800 refugees with severe disabilities, including housing, catering, medical support, personal care, psychological assistance, and hygiene products. It was the only centre that assumed responsibility for the most vulnerable refugees from Ukraine, whom other centres could not or would not accommodate.

The board composed of three women are 2 with disabilities and 80% of the governance are persons with disabilities see organigram. 

The organisation works closely with The Alliance of Organisations for Persons with Disabilities EDF member. Elena Ratoi member of the Women Committee is member of this organisation and work closely with them on several projects. As none of the 2 members in Moldova is a National Council there is no extra reference or recommendation but the one from Elena Ratoi

. AEFL Moldova would like to become an associate member of EDF.
Down Syndrome Albania Foundation
“Down Syndrome Albania” (DSA) foundation is a not-for-profit organization founded in Tirana, Albania on the 9th of September 2013. Its activities aim to improve the lives of children and individuals with disabilities and support their parents. DSA is an organization founded by parents of children with Down syndrome. Awareness, Inclusion, Advocacy, and Support are fundamental to DSA’s ethos. 

Their vision is a healthy, independent, and inclusive life for individuals with disabilities in Albania. 

Their mission is to support the full development of individuals with disabilities in Albania. Promote and protect their rights based on human rights values and the principles of non-discrimination, individual dignity, acceptance, and inclusion by raising awareness, advocating, and working with professionalism in an ethical and transparent way. 

The organisation offers a wide variety of services to support its members and other parents and children with Down Syndrome.

The organisation wishes to join our organisation to be involved in the European Policy and wishes to bring the example in Albania to make their mission more successful in ensuring equal rights for children and adults with Disabilities. 

Down Syndrome Albania Foundation is member the European Down Syndrome association, of the global movement and of the European Association of Service Providers. As there is no National Council in Albania, we have asked our member Down Syndrome for reference and agreement of this membership which they did. 

Down Syndrom Albania wishes to become associate member.

For more information check the Down Syndrome Albania Foundation website. 
European Polio Union

The European Polio Union (EPU) is a European umbrella organisation for national organisations that support people who have had polio and for people that are currently coping with post-polio syndrome (PPS). The EPU aims, by bringing all those organisations together, to strengthen their force, learn from each other, and help each other. In some European countries, the knowledge and treatment of PPS is (much) better than in others, and the aim is to make this more equal all over Europe.

The EPU was founded in March 2007, and officially registered in Belgium in 2009. EPU has currently have 22 member organisations and individual members in 18 European countries (15 of them are European Union Members).

EPU’s governance is 90% of polio survivors and only polio servivor members can vote. EPU is an EDF member since 2011 and they wish to change their membership from Associate member to full membership for which they are applying. 

Fore more information check EPU website. . 
Resignations
Two members have resigned EURO-ATAXIA and Housing Options Scotland both were associate members.
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