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DOC-BOARD-25-03-03
EDF resolution: the right to affordable and accessible housing for persons with disabilities
                      Document for discussion and decision 
Purpose of this item
The purpose of this item is to discuss and vote on the adoption of this resolution on accessible and affordable housing for persons with disabilities. It will be used in our advocacy campaign for the Affordable Housing Plan of the European Commission and related initiatives.  
Questions for the Board 
· Do you have feedback or comments on the text? 

· Does the Board agree to adopt this resolution? 
· Would you like to share about work you are doing on housing?

Resolution text 

Recalling that the European Union (EU) and all EU Member States have ratified the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD), which underlines the need to eliminate obstacles and barriers to accessibility in housing (Article 9), as well as the right to adequate housing and access to social housing programmes for persons with disabilities (Article 28).

Considering that Article 19 of the CRPD underlines that persons with disabilities must have the opportunity to choose their place of residence and where and with whom they live on an equal basis with others and not be obliged to live in a particular living arrangement.
Bringing to light the significant difficulty persons with disabilities often face when looking for housing that is accessible because of an abundance of inaccessible dwellings among Europe’s housing stock. 

Underlining the extra costs incurred when renting or buying affordable properties in comparison with inaccessible ones, which has a significant impact on the ability of persons with disabilities to make ends meet.

Due to a shortage of accessible housing and the extra costs linked to living in an accessible dwelling, acknowledging that 11% of persons with disabilities in the EU report being overburdened by the cost of their housing
, and that only 28.9% of persons with disabilities consider that their dwelling meets their needs

Considering that the extra cost of renting and buying accessible housing exacerbates the already-persistent issue of increased poverty and social exclusion among persons with disabilities, whereby 28.8% of persons with disabilities in the EU are currently at risk of poverty and social exclusion, rising to 29.7% for women with disabilities and 35.6% for people with high support needs.

Taking into account that 4.4% of persons with disabilities experience severe housing deprivation
 and 15.1% are unable to keep their homes adequately warm
.

Stressing that the EU is experiencing soaring housing costs, with rents not only increasing to record levels beyond inflation, but the rate of the price increase equally speeding up
. 

Recalling that inaccessibility of dwellings is one of the main reasons people are obliged to leave their homes when they develop a disability, or as they become older and experience mobility issues. Underlining that having more accessible housing, and the ability to improve the accessibility of existing dwellings, would result in fewer people being forced to leave their homes against their will. 

Stressing that the lack of accessible and affordable housing in the community is a key factor in persons with disabilities ending up in institutions, unable to exercise their right to choose where to live and to be part of their communities.

In this vein, stressing that the number of institutionalised persons with disabilities in the EU has not decreased over the past decade, and that 13 EU Member States have in fact increased the number of adults with disabilities living in institutions in the past 10 years.

Making the link between the lack of both sustainable and accessible housing and energy poverty, which yet again adds to the cost of living and disproportionately affects persons with disabilities and deprives them of their choices as consumers. 
Therefore, the European Disability Forum calls on the European Union and Member States to:

· Ensure that the new European Affordable Housing Plan has a specific focus on increasing the stock of housing that is accessible to persons with disabilities and older people. 

· In the next Multiannual Financial Framework, establish a Fund for Accessible Housing within the framework of EU cohesion funding, with the aim of creating new affordable and accessible housing in the community, as well as to retrofit existing properties to make them accessible where possible.

· Revise the EU’s State Aid rules to allow for support on costly accessibility adaptations, particularly on housing. EU legislation granting the use of State Aid, namely the General Block Exemption Regulation, should increase flexibility for such investments into accessibility and not be restrictive on the amount Member States can dedicate to such investments.

· Facilitate access to social housing programmes for persons with disabilities, and ensure that available social housing adheres to relevant national building accessibility standards. 

· Ensure compliance with ambitious accessibility standards with incentive schemes and appropriate sanction mechanisms. 

· Develop policies that ensure an adequate level of social protection, including support to cover the cost of housing, for persons with disabilities. 

· Step up support for persons with disabilities to live independently in the community, and facilitate the transition away from a reliance on institutions. 

· More closely examine the link between persons with disabilities experiencing energy poverty due to lack of sustainable housing stock that is also accessible, and

· Explicitly include accessibility as a requirement when renovating and constructing new buildings in all initiatives in the field of energy efficiency and other policies aimed at making buildings more sustainable.
� https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/view/hlth_dhc060/default/table?lang=en&category=dsb.dsb_ilc.dsb_ilchc


� https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/view/hlth_dhc020/default/table?lang=en&category=dsb.dsb_ilc.dsb_ilchc


� https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/view/hlth_dhc030/default/table?lang=en&category=dsb.dsb_ilc.dsb_ilchc


� https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/view/hlth_dhc140/default/table?lang=en&category=dsb.dsb_ilc.dsb_ilchc


� https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/products-eurostat-news/w/ddn-20241003-2


� https://www.eurofound.europa.eu/en/publications/2024/paths-towards-independent-living-and-social-inclusion-europe
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