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DOC-BOARD-25-03-03
Membership
                  Document for information for discussion and decision 
Purpose of this item
The purpose of this document is to present the new membership applications and for the Board to decide whether they will be accepted or not. The membership and credentials committee met on March 17th, and support the proposals made here.
Questions for the Board 
· Do you agree to accept the Alliance for Individualised Support from Czechia as an associate member?
· Do you agree to accept Ahadi Foundation as an associate member?

· Do you agree to revoke the resignation of Housing Option Scotland upon their request?
Introduction 

The EDF secretariat has received 3 (three) complete membership applications. The Membership and Credentials Committee have analysed them on March 17th and issued recommendations for two of them.

The Membership and Credentials Committee recommends the Board to accept each of these organisations for the membership category they are recommended for. Below the two organisations are introduced.  
Upon the recommendation of the Executive Committee a motion will be put forward regarding one of our members that resignedd last year. This will be explained below. 

Finally, the secretary will give a quick update on the upcoming elections during the Annual General Assembly.

The Alliance for Individualised support 
The Alliance for individualised Support brings together more than 50 parental, patient, umbrella organisations and social services providers that have decided to join forces in order to achieve the necessary changes in the direction of individualised support and care. It was funded in 2020. 

The organisation defends the interests of people with disabilities or chronic illnesses with higher support and care needs and their family carers. The Alliance is actively involved in advocacy for enough support, that people with disabilities can live in an natural environment. They strive for a fair social and educational systemic and health care that respects the unique needs of each individual and helps everyone according to their real needs, regardless of diagnosis or type of disability.

The organisation is legally established in Czechia and our National Councils knows them and agrees with their application. The organisation wishes to become an associate member. 
Ahadi Foundation

Ahadi Foundation is a young organisation established in 2023 in France. The AHADI Foundation was born from a bold dream: to bring together women with disabilities from different continents in a space of connection, support, and collaboration to unlock their full potential. The founder herself is a “black disabled young women who faced discrimination on both her origine and host continent against which she wishes to fight and empower women facing same situations. 
They transform the way disability is perceived by showcasing talents  through innovative programs, intercultural collaborations, and artistic initiatives. They support the economic empowerment of women with disabilities and strengthen their role in decision-making spheres to build a more equitable society. 

Our French National council supports this application. Marine Uldry from the secretariat is already in contact with them around the women work. Ahadi Foundation wishes to become an associate member. 

Fore more information consult the Ahadi Foundation Website. 
Motion for Housing Option Scotland to be re-included as a member
Housing option Scotland joined our organisation in 2013. Last year for financial reasons, they were not able to pay the membership fee they resigned. Beginning of this year the organisation sent a request to rejoin as they managed to find funding and they still consider important EDF’s work. The EDF Executive Committee has analised this request as well as the Membership Committee and the Executive Committee proposed to put forward a motion to accept this organisation without going through the membership application.
EDF Board Elections

Two of our board members have resigned. Cato Lie from the International Federation for Spina Bifida and Hydrocephalus and Bart Verdickt from the Belgian Disability Forum. Ana Drabarz from the Polish Disability Forum passed away last week. Thus the 3 (three ) vacant seats will be filled in during the upcoming Annual General Assembly that will take place in Vilnius on June 21 and 22.

3 new board members will be elected:
· 2 board members coming from National Councils

· 1 board member coming from European NGO full members

The candidatures are open until 21st April end of the workday. Information was sent to all members. 
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