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DOC-AGA-25-06-01
Nomination of the Scrutiny Committee and election of EDF Board members 
                  Document for information and decision 
Purpose of this item
Provide information elections taking place during the General Assembly. 
Questions for the delegates 

· Do you agree with the appointment of the scrutiny committee? 

· Is the election process clear to you?

· Do you have any questions for the candidates?

Introduction 

During the past year, one board member passed away, and two board members have resigned as they are no longer exercising any function within their organisation. Thus there are three vacant places in the EDF board. EDF statutes art.13.3 says that the vacancies must be filled in at the next General Assembly.

The following elections will take place:

· 2 (two) seats for EDF board for members coming from National Councils.

· One seat for EDF board for members coming from European NGO full members.

The scrutiny committee is made up of Delegates who are not running for election and members of the EDF staff. A call for Delegates who are interested was sent to Delegates and those responding will be appointed during the AGA formally. Thus they will be also introduced only at that moment.  
Introducing the candidates and who can vote

As indicated above there are two elections taking place following the EDF statutes Art.13.3 these will be:

Election 1. 2 seats in EDF Board of Directors for members coming from National councils. 

We elect 2 board members to fill the vacant places. To respect the composition of the Board of Administrators (Art. 20 of the statutes, we elect 2 members coming from our national councils.

Who will vote?

· All official delegates representing National Disability Councils

· All elected EDF Board members coming from National Councils

Who are the Candidates?                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
There were three candidates for this position:
1. Thomas Dabeaux Representing  Belgian Disability Forum
2. Meelis Joost Representing The Estonian Chamber of Disabled People
3. Branislav Mamojka Representing Slovak Disability Forum
The above listed candidates are introduced below and links bring to their detailed biography CV or motivation letter on the EDF Members Area. Make sure you log in to be able to access them.
Thomas Dabeaux

Representing  Belgian Disability Forum
Thomas CV in English
Thomas Dabeaux CV in Frenc
Check Tomas’s profile
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 He is the Thomas Dabeux is a committed advocate for the rights of persons with disabilities. He currently serves as Vice-President of the Belgian Disability Forum (BDF), where he promotes the inclusion and representation of people with disabilities at both national and European levels. Since 2013, he has been working as Advocacy Officer at Inclusion asbl, a French-speaking Belgian organization that defends the rights of individuals with intellectual disabilities and their families.
Thomas has worked extensively on issues related to inclusive education, access to voting rights and the promotion of self-determined life choices for persons with disabilities. He represents Inclusion asbl in various official bodies, including the National High Council for Persons with Disabilities (CSNPH). His work reflects a deep commitment to equity, accessibility, and social justice. In 2025, he had the honour of joining the Board of the European Disability Forum (EDF), further strengthening his engagement at the European level.
Meelis Joost

Representing The Estonian Chamber of Disabled People
Meelis Joost Letter
Check Meelis’s profile
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Meelis has been involved in the movement of people with disabilities and chronic disease patients since about 2000. His field of activity has been to strengthen the national umbrella organization with currently 55 member organizations and growing, supporting cross-border cooperation and work at EU and international level.
He is board member of Estonian Agrenska Foundation, an Estonian-Swedish permanent cross-border foundation to assist families with children with disabilities, with diminishing burden of care, provide peer counselling for rare diseases, advocate for rights to be fully included in the society.

He has been member of European Economic and Social Committee, an advisory body to the European parliament and European Commission. He as well have been very hands on with the UN Convention on the right of people with disabilities, having been involved with the shadow report drafting for Estonia-s state review. Next report is due in 2026, where with his organisation is going to contribute as well.

He has been leading many cross-border cooperation projects, also with EDF as partner. Of recent ones and some are in applycation phase.

Branislav Mamojka

Representing Slovak Disability Forum
Read Branislav Mamojka’s CV
Check Branislav’s profile
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Branislav Mamojka, born in1948, blind, PhD in physics. 

President of the Slovak Disability Forum, vice-president of the Slovak blind and Partially Sighted Union, and vice-president of the Government Council for People with Disabilities. He was active in the field of assistive technology for the blind (language localization of software, instructor). At present, he is mostly involved in legislation activities on national and European level (human rights, transport, accessibility of web sites and mobile applications, Accessibility of goods and services, European Disability Card and Parking card, etc.). He was EDF board member from 2004 till 2022. At present, he is member of EDF Committee on Human Rights and Non-Discrimination.

How will we vote?

We will use Choice Voting an online voting platform that we have used in 2022 for all Governing Bodies elections. All delegates and board members will receive an e-mail, to the indicated e-mail address by them, with a link to the Voting ballot. The votes are anonymous, and secret as indicated in the Internal Rules. 

Election 2 1 seat in EDF Board of Directors for members coming from European NGO full members. 

We elect a board member to fill the vacant place. To respect the composition of the Board of Administrators (Art. 20 of the statutes, we elect a member coming from our European NGO full members.

Who will vote?

· All official delegates representing European Full members. 

· All elected EDF Board members coming from European Full members.

Who are the Candidates?

There were 6 (six) candidates for this position,
1. Rui Coimbras Representing  Cerebral Palsy – European Communities Association (CP-ECA)
2. André Cuenca Representing European Federation of Parents of Hearing Impaired Children (FEPEDA)
3. Bengt-Erik Johansson Representing European Dyslexia Association
4. Francesca Sbianchi Representing European Blind Union
5. Francisco Vañó Representing International Federation of Persons with Physical Disability (FIMITIC) 
6. Heta Pukki Representing  European Council of Autistic People
The above listed candidates are introduced below and links bring to their detailed biography CV or motivation letter on the EDF Members Area. Make sure you log in to be able to access them.
Rui Coimbras

Representing  Cerebral Palsy – European Communities Association (CP-ECA)
ECA)
Check Rui's profile
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Rui currently serves as a co-opted member of the EDF Board. He is the President of the Federation of Portuguese Cerebral Palsy Associations (FAPPC). Having been born with cerebral palsy, he studied Information Technology in Lisbon before working in both the public and private sectors. He is now an IT Solutions Architect for  Softinsa/IBM and, as well as being co-author of a globally used computer tool, he has been closely involved in the creation of an Accessible voting System to allow any citizen, with any type of disability, to exercise their right to vote autonomously an secretly, which won a Zero Project Award in 2023..

André Cuenca

Representing European Federation of Parents of Hearing Impaired Children (FEPEDA)
Read André Cuenca’s CV
Check Andrés profile
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André CUENCA was born in Saint-Cloud, Algeria, in 1955. He is French. André has been involved for more than 25 years in European, National, and local organisations of deaf and hard-of-hearing children and young people and their families. He knows very well the concerns of deaf and hard-of hearing, children and young people and their families. André is a member of the Board and the Executive Committee FEPEDA: European Federation of Parents of deaf and hard-of-hearing children, full member of EDF. He is the President of FEPEDA since April 2021.

FEPEDA has the goal to promote the rights of deaf and hard-of hearing children and young people for giving.

the opportunity to have an independent life in which they will be able to take their own decisions.

Bengt-Erik Johansson

Representing European Dyslexia Association
Bengt-Erik Johansson Letter
Check Bengt-Erik Johansson profile
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Bengt-Erik Johansson was  born in the middle of Sweden, in a small town, Ljusdal. 

He has been a coach for people with disabilities for many years, helping them to get work. He was educated in SE/IPS methods. He has also worked as a teacher for adults in the computer field. Additionally, he worked as a teacher in civics and helped refugees become part of society here in Sweden. Early in his life, he became involved and engaged in disability organizations as a volunteer because of my own struggle with dyslexia. Between 2007 and 2020, he was the president of the Swedish National Dyslexia Association. In his role as president, he worked extensively with national politicians and engaged in significant lobbying efforts. He  represented the Swedish National Dyslexia Association at the umbrella organization, the Swedish Disability Rights Federation, during his the is e as president. He was also a board member of the Swedish Disability Rights Federation for several years. Both in the Swedish National Dyslexia Association and the Swedish Disability Rights Federation, he  engaged in a lot of policymaking and advocacy work in the education and labour sectors, addressing politicians and the government at the national level, both in Sweden and the Nordic region. He has been a board member of the European Dyslexia Association (EDA) since 2017, where he is active in the lobbying committee and also represent the EDA in EDF activities.

Throughout his career, he has actively engaged in various initiatives aimed at promoting the rights and well-being of individuals with disabilities. He has a deep understanding of the issues that affect people with disabilities, including barriers to employment, education, and social inclusion. 

Francesca Sbianchi

Representing European Blind Union
Francisca Sbhianchi CV
Check Francesca’s profile
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Francesca Sbianchi, partially sighted, was born in 1987 in Assisi, Italy. She is a holder of a master’s degree in International Relations and of a master’s degree in Diversity and Disability Management. 

Since 2010 she has been involved in the Italian and international disability movement.  She is currently the chairwoman of the European Blind Union’s Advocacy Committee. From 2017 to 2022 she was a member of the European Disability Forum’s Youth Committee as a representative of the Italian Disability Forum (FID), an organisation with which she has continued to collaborate in the framework of shadow reporting regarding CEDAW and the Council of Europe Convention on preventing and combating violence against women and domestic violence (Istanbul Convention). 

She was also a member of the Youth Committee of the World Blind Union (WBU) as EBU representative from 2017 to 2021. 

 At national level she holds positions in the Italian Union of the Blind and Partially Sighted (UICI), both in its national Council and as the person in charge of the international relations of the association, and the Institute for Research, Training and Rehabilitation (I.Ri.Fo.R.). She is also the Vice-President of the “Accessibility Days” association that promotes accessibility and inclusivity of digital technologies.  

Francesca was involved in many projects and policy actions taking the floor during for example the European Dauy of Persons with Disabilities, or coordinating the work on the EBU Manifesto of young Europeans with visual impairment and the Madrid declaration on international mobility of young persons with visual disabilities. She also coordinated the organisation of the 11th EBU General Assembly in Rome in 2019. 

Francisco Vañó

Representing International Federation of Persons with Physical Disability (FIMITIC) 

Check Francisco's profile
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Mr. Francisco Vañó Ferre has been involved with CSOs for more than thirty years. Since he became a wheelchair user in 1971, he has been collaborating with different areas regarding disability, including becoming a member, even as President, of the main associations in the Spanish sector of disability (ASPAYM, CERMI, PREDIF…).

He has been a representative in the Spanish Parliament for disability involved in the fight for the rights of people with all kinds of disability.

From 2004 to 2015, he was a member of the Spanish Commission for Social Affairs, for Integral Disability Policies, for International Cooperation, and the contact with the government for all the associations and federations to have voice. He has not only focused on physical disability, but has made great allies and partners in all kinds of associations around the country, and even around Europe, regardless of the type of disability they represent.

He is also a member of the Board of the Spanish Forum of Justice and Disability from the General Council of Judicial Power.

H
Heta Pukki


Representing  European Council of Autistic People
Heta Pukki Letter
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Heta Pukki has been involved in developing peer support and advocacy for autistic people for the past 26 years. She was a central figure in the creation of the umbrella organisation European Council of Autistic People (EUCAP), and has been steering the organisation as its president since it was founded in 2019. Her educational background is in two fields: molecular biology and special education for autistic adults. In Finland, she represents EUCAP as an expert member of the all-parliamentary neurodiversity network, and she is an expert member of Finland’s national committee on the human rights of people with disabilities. Advocacy topics closest to her heart include independent living, promoting meaningful participation of autistic people in determining the directions of autism research, and the specific challenges posed to disability rights by the expanding use of Artificial Intelligence. 

As President of EUCAP, Heta has promoted efforts to establish global connections and to move towards the equal inclusion of autistic voices, particularly grassroots organisations, from all parts of the world in global-level public discourse concerning autism. Her main accomplishment in this area has been leading the writing of the 2022 article “Autistic Perspectives on the Future of Clinical Autism Research”, which outlined the views of autistic activists from EUCAP member organisations as well as autistic-led NGOs from other continents, highlighting the stark reality of how autistic people are excluded or ignored in these matters both in Europe and globally.

How will we vote?

We will use Choice Voting an online voting platform that we have used in 2022 for all Governing Bodies elections. All delegates and board members will receive an e-mail, to the indicated e-mail address by them, with a link to the Voting ballot. The votes are anonymous, and secret as indicated in the Internal Rules. 

Elections Results

The Elections are supervised by a Scrutiny Committee composed of 2 EDF staff and two delegates from the General Assembly not candidates for the elections. One will represent a National Council the other a European NGO, as set up in art. 13.3 of EDF statutes. After the break, the Scrutiny Committee will present the results of the elections. 
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