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DOC-AGA-25-06-03
Review of the EU by the CRPD committee
Document for information
Purpose of this item
This document updates the delegates about the review of the EU by the CRPD Committee that took place in March 2025. It also gives information about the follow-up activities organised by EDF. 
Questions for the delegates 

· Do you have any questions about the EU review by the CRPD Committee? 

· Do you have suggestions of activities EDF should organise for the implementation of the concluding observations adopted by the Committee? 

· Do you want to share any activities from your organisation regarding the EU review? 
Introduction 

In March 2025, the CRPD committee reviewed the EU for the second time. The process started in 2022 and led to the adoption of Concluding Observations (Annex), including specific recommendations for the EU to implement the CRPD. 
EDF and many members contributed to the review by submitting written inputs and by attending online and in person meetings with committee members.
Concluding observations

The CRPD committee adopted its Concluding Observations on the EU end of March 2025. 

10 key recommendations 

EDF identified the following 10 key recommendations from the Concluding observations: 

1. Disability Strategy: Adoption of new specific actions, measures and time frames for the implementation of the Disability Rights Strategy for the period 2025-2030 (paragraph 13)
2. EU Funding: Shape the Multiannual Financial Framework to ensure that no EU funding is used for the construction or maintenance of institutional facilities (paragraph 49(b)) and prioritise funding for accessible and affordable housing for persons with disabilities (paragraph 66(c))
3. Accessibility: Adoption of legislation to guarantee accessibility of the built environment, urban transport, as well as all products and information (paragraphs 27(a) and 51(d)) and include comprehensive accessibility requirements for train stations and rolling stock in the upcoming TSI PRM revision (paragraphs 51(b))
4. Passengers’ rights: Revision of the passenger rights regulations for all transport modes (paragraphs 51(a) and (c)) 
5. Disability Card: extension of the scope of the European Disability Card to long-term relocation and render social security or social protection benefits portable (paragraph 47(a)) 
6. Women with disabilities: Mainstreaming of disability and gender across all legislation and policy frameworks and programmes, and expand the scope of the Gender Equality Strategy (paragraph 21(a))
7. Legal capacity: Calling on Member States to replace substitute decision-making regimes with supported decision-making systems (paragraph 33(a)) and urge them to withdraw from the Draft Additional Protocol to the Oviedo Convention (paragraph 39(a))
8. External actions: Development and implementation a comprehensive Disability Action Plan for EU external action (paragraph 75(a))    
9. EU as public administration: Adoption of a comprehensive, cross-institutional strategy for disability inclusion (paragraph 83(a))
10. Full review: Comprehensive review of EU legislation, policies and practices (paragraph 9(a))  
EDF follow-up activities 
EDF has been undertaking the following activities: 

· Communication on the EU review and concluding observations, for example with our article on the 10 key recommendations and our article on 12 memorable moments of the EU review
· Discussion with EDF members, including an online de-briefing with EDF members who took part in the review on 7th of May and an online training on how to use the CRPD Committee’s concluding observations on the EU for advocacy on 27th of May

· Advocacy/discussion with EU policy-makers: EU Commissioners, Disability Unit of the European Commission, European Parliament Disability Intergroup 

· Upcoming discussion within the EU CRPD Monitoring Framework

· Discussion in the European Day of Persons with Disabilities
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