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DOC-AGA-25-06-05
Members’ Exchange on the Disability Card
                                     Document for discussion
Purpose of this item
Exchange good (and bad) practices to find the best solutions on national level to transpose the Directive on the European Disability Card and the European Parking Card.
Questions for the delegates 
See proposed questions for discussion below.
Introduction 

When writing the EDF Toolkit on the Disability Card, it became clear that some questions on how the Disability Card is implemented in the different EU Member States are difficult to answer from the “Brussels perspective”. The national situations differ significantly so we could not give one-size-fits-all recommendations on all topics but propose instead to learn from the experience of others.  Particularly those Member States that have already implemented the Disability Card following the Pilot Project can share what worked for them and what did not. But also your experiences with national Disability Cards can be shared.
The Exchange will take the form of a panel discussion between EDF members who have been part of the Pilot Project on the Disability Card. 
Background

The Directive on the Disability Card and the Parking Card entered into force in November 2024 and the transposition period started. By 5 June 2027 Member States shall publish their national legislation and by June 2028, the Cards should be ready to be distributed (max. 42 months from publication). That means we are now in the middle of the period where Member States have to adapt the existing national laws or adopt new national laws to transpose the Directive. They are obliged to also consult Disabled Persons Organisations so it is important to develop your positions and address them to the national governments. 

This discussion will be an addition to the above-mentioned Toolkit that may help you with defining your position and getting the most out of the Directive.
Questions to be discussed
· Eligibility for the Disability Card – who is considered eligible? What are the criteria to assess eligibility? Is it the same criteria as for national cards? Is it wider or more restrictive? What is your experience with either situation? Were your organisations consulted by the government
· Campaigning for a wider range of advantages – has this worked in your examples? Did the introduction of the Disability Card increase the number of advantages or reduce them? 
· Use of the letter “A” on the Disability Card – this is a new addition compared to the Pilot Project but how is the issue of indicating right to assistance or different “levels” of disabilities dealt with on national level? Would you like to have a distinction on the European Card or should it just be the same Card for all?
· Use of a national website to provide information to Card holders and people travelling from abroad – do you have such a website? Is it useful? What level of information does it contain? Is it feasible to list all the advantages? Who maintains the website?
· Any other recommendations – what have you learned and what could others learn from your national experience?

(These questions are for inspiration, the actual questions asked during the discussion might be adjusted depending on time and/or development of the discussion).  
Format of the exchange
As mentioned above, it will be in the form of a panel discussion. EDF members from the following countries will present their experiences:

· Cyprus

· Belgium

· Estonia

· Finland
· Slovenia
A big thank you for volunteering to participate! The discussion will be moderated by the EDF Secretariat and questions will be asked in an “interview” style to allow more interaction between speakers.

Questions and comments from the audience are very welcome. If you would like to intervene, please send your question/comment in advance to Marie Denninghaus (marie.denninghaus@edf-feph.org). Of course you can also engage spontaneously in the discussion. 
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