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The European Disability Forum 

The European Disability Forum is an independent NGO that advocates for 

the rights of 100 million Europeans with disabilities. EDF is a unique 

platform which brings together representative organisation of persons 

with disabilities from across Europe. EDF is run by persons with 

disabilities and their families. We are a strong, united voice of persons 

with disabilities in Europe. 
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Executive Summary 

The document "COSP Guidance 2025" is a guide prepared by the 

European Disability Forum (EDF) to help its members and organisations of 

persons with disabilities (OPDs) effectively participate in the 18th 

Session of the UN Conference of States Parties (COSP18) to the 

Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD). COSP18 will 

take place from 10th-12th June, at the UN Headquarters in New York, 

preceded by a Civil Society Forum on 9th June 2025. 

The guide explains COSP’s purpose, structure, and programme, 

highlighting the 2025 theme: "Enhancing public awareness of the rights 

and contributions of persons with disabilities for social development 

leading up to the World Social Summit."  

The document provides practical details on funding opportunities, 

registration requirements, accessibility services, and ways for OPDs to 

engage through speaking opportunities, written statements, side events, 

networking, and social media. It also includes a template letter for 

seeking government funding and an overview of EDF’s past involvement 

in COSP sessions. 

Overall, this guide serves as a comprehensive resource for OPDs to 

navigate COSP18, ensuring our voices are heard in global disability rights 

discussions. 
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Glossary  

• CSF: Civil Society Forum  

• CSO: Civil Society Organisations   

• COSP: UN Conference of States Parties to the CRPD  

• CRPD: UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities  

• EDF: European Disability Forum  

• IDA: International Disability Alliance  

• OHCHR: UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights  

• OPD: Representative Organisations of Persons with Disabilities  

• UN: United Nations  

• UN DESA: UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs  

Introduction 

The UN Conference of States Parties (COSP) to the Convention on the 

Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) is a key annual event where 

governments, UN agencies and civil society organisations (CSOs), 

including Organisations of Persons with Disabilities, come together to 

advance the rights of persons with disabilities. The COSP also includes 

human rights organisations, some business and a range of partners and 

collaborators in the field of disability.   

Article 40 of the CRPD stipulates that States Parties (signatories to the 

Convention) should meet regularly in a Conference of States Parties 

(COSP) to consider any matter with regard to the implementation of the 

Convention. Since 2008, the COSP has been held annually at the United 

Nations Headquarters in New York, covering a range of themes and issues 

in roundtables, interactive dialogues and side events.  

EDF has participated actively at the COSP in previous years and 

collaborates closely with the International Disability Alliance (IDA) to 

ensure the voices of the European disability movement are included 

during COSP debates and outcomes.  

This guide helps EDF members and OPDs engage effectively in COSP18, 

from preparation and advocacy to participation and follow-up. COSP18 

will take place at the United Nations Headquarters in New York from 10th 

to 12th June 2025, with a proceeding Civil Society Forum on 9 June at the 

UN.  
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What is COSP?  

Since 2008, COSP1 serves as a platform to assess CRPD 

implementation and address key disability issues. The event is led by:    

• UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs (UN DESA): 

Coordinates COSP meetings and collaborates with stakeholders.  

• COSP Bureau: Oversees sessions and decision-making. This year, 

members include Sri Lanka (President), with Vice-Presidents Poland, 

Peru, Canada, and Tanzania.  

Participants in COSP include:  

• Government representatives (they have allocated space in the 

conference, per country, and per regional organisations which has 

ratified)  

• Civil Society Organisations (CSOs), particularly OPDs  

• UN experts, such as the UN Special Rapporteur on the Rights of 

Persons with Disabilities (currently Ms. Heba Hagrass)  

• UN agencies and human rights institutions  

• Researchers, service providers and private sector representatives  

COSP18 programme 

The overarching theme for COSP18 (2025) is the following:  

“Enhancing public awareness of the rights and contributions of 

persons with disabilities for social development leading up to the 

World Social Summit."   

The conference will be structured around the following three sub-themes:  

https://www.ohchr.org/en/special-procedures/sr-disability
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1. Empowering persons with disabilities and enhancing social 

development policies through innovative financing.  

2. Leaving no one behind: using AI as a tool for supporting inclusivity 

to strengthen the participation of persons with disabilities.  

3. Recognising and addressing the rights of Indigenous persons with 

disabilities and their role in advancing disability inclusion.  

The conference is usually held in person, with main proceedings 

webcasted on UN WEB TV.  

Civil Society Forum 

The Civil Society Forum is the place for OPDs and other CSOs to meet the 

day before the COSP. Established in 2016, the Civil Society 

Coordination Mechanism (CSCM) promotes OPD participation at COSP. 

Facilitated by IDA, the Civil Society Forum (CSF) takes place a day 

before COSP and provides a platform for OPDs to discuss issues in 

advance of the COSP.  

Budget to take part  

OPDs must find sources of funding to take part the event. Various options 

are available:    

• OPDs self-funding: Your organisation may allocate its own budget 

to cover travel and participation costs.  

• Government support: Some OPDs join official country 

delegations, which can provide financial assistance. If you wish to 

be part of your country’s delegation, reach out to the relevant 

government offices as early as possible to explore funding 

opportunities (see annex 1: Template letter for funding to COSP). 

Some countries issue a call each year, and OPDs can apply. Others 

include travel to the COSP in OPD funding. EDF believes that most 

governments do not fund OPDs to take part in the COSP and fund 

only civil servants, and in some cases academics.   

• Fundraising: Consider using membership fees or seeking private 

sponsorships from businesses, foundations, or disability rights 

organisations. It is also possible to include participation or events at 

the COSP in grants which you are applying for.   

It is suggested to arrive on Sunday 8th June 2025, in the morning, to 

allow time to participate in the preparatory meeting organised by IDA on 

http://webtv.un.org/
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Sunday afternoon. You can then attend the Civil Society Forum on 

Monday, 9th June, before participating in the COSP sessions from 10th to 

12th June 2025. Participants leave on Thursday evening, or Friday 

13th June 2025. Planning your arrival in advance ensures you can fully 

engage in both events and make the most of networking and advocacy 

opportunities.  

Registration and participation 

• Who Can Register? Only OPDs with ECOSOC status or those 

accredited to the COSP can register. This is a strict requirement, 

and organisations without ECOSOC status or prior COSP 

accreditation will not be able to participate. You can find out How to 

register for COSP - Step by Step Guide.  

• New Participants: You must complete a one-time accreditation 

process. More details can be found in the UN Information Note. If 

you have any questions regarding registration or accreditation, 

please email socialngo@un.org. There is usually an early deadline 

for submitting accreditation, so check the UN website regularly.  

Once you are registered, you must obtain a ground pass for 

entering COSP.   

These are the steps:   

• Submit Credentials: Ensure that your delegation's credentials are 

submitted to the UN Secretariat via the eCREDENTIALS or e-

DELEGATE portal. This is essential for all members listed in your 

delegation.  

• Receive Approval: Wait for confirmation and approval of your 

credentials from the Secretariat.  

• Request Pass: Once approved, request your ground passes for the 

COSP meetings. This typically involves registering through the COSP 

online registration platform or contacting the relevant UN office.  

• Pick Up Pass: Collect your ground pass from the designated 

registration desk. For COSP17, this was located at the UNITAR 

Building, Pass and ID Office, 801 1st Avenue, 45th Street, New 

York, NY 10017. Check the specific dates and times when the desk 

will be open for pass pickup.  

For detailed instructions and any updates, consult the official COSP 

website or contact the Secretariat directly.  

https://www.un.org/development/desa/dspd/wp-content/uploads/sites/22/2022/04/StepbystepguideforparticipantsCOSP15.pdf
https://www.un.org/development/desa/dspd/wp-content/uploads/sites/22/2022/04/StepbystepguideforparticipantsCOSP15.pdf
https://social.desa.un.org/sites/default/files/inline-files/Information%20Note%20for%20New%20NGO%20Accreditation%20to%20the%20COSP.pdf
mailto:socialngo@un.org
https://social.desa.un.org/issues/disability/cosp
https://social.desa.un.org/cosp/18th-session
https://social.desa.un.org/cosp/18th-session
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Accessibility at COSP18 

The UN Accessibility Centre provides a range of assistive services and 

accommodations to ensure full participation.  

For accessibility requests, including assistive devices, braille 

materials, captioning, and sign language interpretation, 

participants should contact the UN Accessibility Centre well in advance.  

• Assistive Technologies: Devices for individuals with visual, 

hearing, and physical disabilities are available for loan.  

• Braille Documents: Official documents can be printed in braille 

upon request, usually requiring 24 hours' notice. Pick-up is at the 

Accessibility Centre, Office S-1B032 in the Secretariat Building.  

• Sign Language and CART Services: CART services (real-time 

captioning) and International Sign Language interpreters may be 

arranged in advance. The UN provides a list of recommended 

service providers.  

• Physical Accessibility: The venue is wheelchair accessible, and 

assistance is available upon request.  

To inquire about accessibility services or request accommodations, email 

accessibilitycentre@un.org or visit their webpage.  

How to get involved: Making the most of COSP18 

OPDs are at the heart of advancing disability rights globally and have a 

unique opportunity to shape the outcomes of COSP18. Here is how OPDs 

can make their voices heard and drive change.  

Get involved in official COSP sessions 

• Speaking roles: The Bureau invited civil society to nominate panel 

speakers for the upcoming COSP18. The deadline was Friday 14th 

February 2025. Important considerations:   

o Visa Requirement: Nominees must have a valid U.S. visa for June 

2025. There will be no support to secure a visa.   

o Funding: No travel funding is available, so nominees must have 

secured their own funding.  

o New speakers preferred: Nominees should not have participated 

as panellists or co-chairs in previous COSP sessions.  

mailto:accessibilitycentre@un.org
https://www.un.org/dgacm/en/content/accessibility
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o Shortlisted candidates: Once all nominations have been received, 

the Civil Society Coordination Mechanism (CSCM) will shortlist 

candidates and propose them to the UN. Only selected nominees 

will be contacted.  

• Written or oral statements: OPD representatives can participate 

in the Conference and its official sessions. You can prepare and 

submit oral or written statements to be presented during the 

General Debate. They are usually scheduled on the first day of the 

conference, right after the opening session. These statements can 

highlight critical issues, provide recommendations, and contribute to 

the overall dialogue.   

• Monitoring: OPDs can monitor the conference proceedings and 

report on how issues affecting persons with disabilities are 

addressed. Pay attention to how your government and other 

stakeholders engage with these issues and follow up on resolutions 

and commitments made during the conference.   

• Elections: Every two years, the State Parties to the CRPD elect 

nine experts of the UN Committee on the Rights of Persons with 

Disabilities (CRPD Committee). There will be no elections in 2025.   

Join the Civil Society Forum 

Each year, prior to the official start of the COSP sessions, the 

International Disability Alliance (IDA) organises a Civil Society Forum 

(CSF). This forum aligns its agenda with the themes of the COSP, allowing 

civil society organisations, including OPDs, to make interventions and 

contribute to discussions on each of these key topics.  

The link to register to COSP will be available on the COSP website in the 

coming months.   

Organise and participate in side events 

During COSP, OPDs can either organise or take part in side events.   

The side events provide a platform to showcase your work, highlight 

specific issues, and engage with delegates and other stakeholders.  The 

proposed side events should be closely related to the themes of the 

COSP18 with a Member State or a UN agency as a co-sponsor. To 

organise or participate in a side-event, use the following registration 

form. The deadline to apply is Friday 04th April 2025.  

Resources for Side Events:  

• List of suggested Cart Services Providers  

https://social.desa.un.org/cosp/18th-session
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/cosp18-events
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/cosp18-events
https://social.desa.un.org/sites/default/files/inline-files/UNCOSP%20CART%20Service%20Providers_0.pdf
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• List of suggested International Sign Language Interpreters  

• Speaker Guidance on accessibility for people with intellectual 

disabilities by IDA.  

To give you an idea on the topics of the side events during COSP17, 

please visit the TeamUp website.  

Network, meet and advocate 

OPDs often participate in informal meetings or consultations with 

government representatives, UN officials, CRPD Committee members and 

other stakeholders to discuss key issues and advocate for their positions. 

The COSP provides an excellent platform for networking with other 

organisations, experts and policymakers. Don’t hesitate to contact 

representatives to ask for bilateral meetings.   

Leverage social media 

Raise awareness about COSP and engage a wider audience by sharing 

updates and insights on social medica. Here is how you can spread the 

work:   

• Follow: @UN_Enable, @UNDESASocial, @UNDESA  

• Use hashtags: #COSP18, #COSP, #GlobalGoals, 

#EveryoneIncluded  

Conclusion 

COSP18 is an opportunity for OPDs to drive meaningful change in global 

disability rights discussions. By engaging in sessions, side events, and 

advocacy efforts, OPDs can ensure their voices are heard and contribute 

to shaping the implementation of the CRPD.  

For further information, visit the COSP official website or contact 

socialngo@un.org.  

Resources  

• UN DESA Webpage: COSP17 - 17th Session of the Conference of 

States Parties to the CRPD  

• OHCHR Website: Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for 

Human Rights  

https://social.desa.un.org/sites/default/files/inline-files/UNCOSP%20ISL%20List.pdf
https://social.desa.un.org/sites/default/files/inline-files/SideEvent%20Speaker%20Guidance%20on%20accessibility%20for%20people%20with%20intellectual%20disabilities.docx
https://social.desa.un.org/sites/default/files/inline-files/SideEvent%20Speaker%20Guidance%20on%20accessibility%20for%20people%20with%20intellectual%20disabilities.docx
https://teamup.com/ks8u77ge1u4m2sjp4i
mailto:socialngo@un.org
https://social.desa.un.org/issues/disability/cosp/17th-session-of-the-conference-of-states-parties-to-the-crpd-cosp17
https://social.desa.un.org/issues/disability/cosp/17th-session-of-the-conference-of-states-parties-to-the-crpd-cosp17


Page | 11  

 

• UN Side Events Application: Application for Side Events  

• European Disability Forum (EDF): 17th Conference of State Parties 

to the UN CRPD  

• International Disability Alliance (IDA): COSP Information and 

Resources  

• UN Web TV: UN Web TV  

  

https://www.un.org/development/desa/disabilities/conference-of-states-parties-to-the-convention-on-the-rights-of-persons-with-disabilities-2/cosp-application-for-side-events.html
https://www.edf-feph.org/17th-conference-of-state-parties-to-the-un-crpd/
https://www.edf-feph.org/17th-conference-of-state-parties-to-the-un-crpd/
https://www.internationaldisabilityalliance.org/COSP#LinkCSCM
https://www.internationaldisabilityalliance.org/COSP#LinkCSCM
https://webtv.un.org/
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Annex 1: Template letter for funding to COSP 

Subject: Request for government support to attend the Conference of 

States Parties (COSP) on the CRPD – June 2025, New York  

Dear (Recipient's Name),  

I hope this letter finds you well. On behalf of (Organisation’s Name), I 

am writing to request financial support from the (Government/Ministry 

Name) to facilitate the participation of our representatives at the 18th 

Session of the Conference of States Parties (COSP) to the Convention on 

the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD), scheduled to take place at 

the United Nations Headquarters in New York in June 2025.  

As an organisation dedicated to advocating for the rights and inclusion of 

persons with disabilities in (Country), our participation in this crucial 

international conference will enable us to:  

• Represent the voices and concerns of persons with disabilities from 

(Country) at the global level.  

• Engage in discussions on policies, best practices, and strategies to 

further implement the CRPD domestically.  

• Strengthen partnerships with international stakeholders, including 

government representatives, civil society organisations, and 

development partners.  

• Share insights and lessons learned from (Country)’s progress in 

disability rights implementation.  

We kindly request funding to cover expenses related to airfare, 

accommodation, daily subsistence, and conference-related costs for our 

delegation. We believe that the presence of representatives from 

organisations of persons with disabilities (OPDs) is essential for inclusive 

and informed decision-making on matters affecting our community.  

We would greatly appreciate the opportunity to discuss this request 

further and explore ways in which the (Government/Ministry Name) 

can support our participation. Please let us know a convenient time for a 

meeting, or if additional documentation is required to process this 

request.  

Thank you for your continued commitment to the rights of persons with 

disabilities. We look forward to your favourable response.  

Yours sincerely,  

Name, position, organisation and contact details   
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Annex 2: How has EDF been involved?  

EDF has been actively involved in previous years in COSP, in close 

collaboration with its members, the International Disability Alliance (IDA) 

and the EU delegation to the COSP.  

For example, the EDF delegation had a productive week during COSP17 in 

2024, with key contributions from Catherine Naughton, Executive 

Director, and Marion Steff, International Cooperation Manager. The event 

also saw the presence of representatives from our members, other 

European organisations and European policymakers – including the 

European Commissioner for Equality, Helena Dalli. Representatives from 

our members from Belgium, Ireland, Latvia, Lithuania, Norway, and 

Sweden were present, including our Vice-President, Gunta Anca, as part 

of the Latvian government delegation.  

Gunta Anca, EDF Vice-President delivered speeches during the Civil 

Society Forum and the Conference itself, highlighting our humanitarian 

efforts in Ukraine as well as our work on inclusive employment work. 

Catherine Naughton spoke during a side event, co-hosted with the EU, 

discussing strategies for disability inclusion.  

EDF contributed to various side events, including those focusing on 

Ukraine and Gaza, and held bilateral meetings with representatives from 

the International Disability Alliance, and from the governments of Italy, 

Ireland, Germany, and Poland. We met Non-Governmental Organisations 

(NGOs), UN agencies, donors, and the Special Rapporteur on the Rights of 

Persons with Disabilities, Heba Hagrass.  

We also participated in a high-level breakfast organised by the EU 

delegation in New York in collaboration with the Belgian Presidency. This 

event facilitated deeper discussions on disability inclusion at a strategic 

level. For more information, please visit the EDF webpage.  

 

https://www.ohchr.org/en/special-procedures/sr-disability
https://www.ohchr.org/en/special-procedures/sr-disability
https://www.edf-feph.org/conference-of-state-parties-to-the-crpd-coming-together-for-disability-rights/
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