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How does the European Union progress
on making the rights of the UN Convention
happen?

Easy-to-read version

Easy-to-read is information @

that is written in a simple way
so that all people can understand it.
You can find more information at:

www.inclusion-europe.eu/easy-to-read.
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WHO WE ARE

We are the European Disability Forum.

We are an organisation that protects the rights
of all people with disabilities in Europe.

In short, we are called ‘EDF’.

At EDF, we believe that all people with disabilities
have the right to:

e Be treated fairly and with respect.
e Take part in the community.
e Be equal and have the same chances in life.

e Make their own choices.
Nothing should be decided about us
without us!

WHAT THIS REPORT IS ABOUT

We wrote this report to talk about the progress
the European Union has made
in making the UN Convention happen.

In the next few pages, we will talk about:
e What the UN Convention is;

e What do we think that the European Union
could do better to make the UN Convention
happen.
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What is the European Union?

The European Union is a group of 27 countries in Europe.
These countries came together

to make things better, easier and safer for people.

They agreed to work together and help each other.
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What is the UN Convention?

The United Nations is a big world organisation
that works for peace and a better world.
In short, we call it ‘the UN’.

The UN made a document that says

what rights people with disabilities have
and how countries can protect these rights.
This document is called

‘the UN Convention on the Rights

of Persons with Disabilities’.

In short, we will call it ‘the UN Convention’.

Many countries in the world

have signed the UN Convention.

The European Union and all its countries ‘ '
have signed the UN Convention too. =4 .
This means that the European Union * @ o l
and its countries agree to respect the rights ‘ ‘

in the UN Convention.
They agreed to make things better
for people with disabilities in Europe.

Every few years, the European Union
must present to the UN

the progress they make

to make the UN Convention happen.
They write a report talking about

what they do for people with disabilities.
The UN checks this report.
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At EDF, we write a report too.

With this report, we tell the UN

what we think that the European Union
could do better for people with disabilities.
The UN checks our report too.

After checking these reports,

the UN tells the European Union
what they should do better

to protect people with disabilities.

In 2025, the UN will complete

the second check of the European Union.

They will tell the European Union

what they should do better in the next few years.

What could the European Union do better?

At EDF, we think that the European Union
has made good progress
in making the UN Convention happen.

But there are still many things
that the European Union should do better.

Amongst other things:

1. Not all laws in the European Union
respect the UN Convention

All laws in the European Union

should respect the rights in the UN Convention.
Sadly, there are still laws in the European Union
that go against the rights of the UN Convention.
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The European Union should check all its laws
and make sure they respect the UN Convention.
The European Union should also make sure
that all new laws respect the UN Convention
and the rights of people with disabilities.
- J

2. People with disabilities still face discrimination

This means that people with disabilities

are treated unfairly because of their disability.
The European Union mostly protects n
people with disabilities

who are treated unfairly at work. -
But there are many more areas of life 'k
where people with disabilities »
face discrimination.

The European Union should finally make a law
that protects people from all kinds of discrimination.

3. Women with disabilities are still at higher risk
of being treated unfairly or badly

Many women with disabilities face violence.
This can be when someone
treats them badly or hurts them.

Also, many women with disabilities

are forced to have a medical procedure
that makes it impossible for them

to have children.
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This is called ‘forced sterilisation’.
This is cruel and has to stop.

The European Union should ban forced sterilisation
and any form of violence against women.

The European Union should work harder

to protect the rights of women with disabilities.

4. Many things and services are still not accessible

If buildings, trains, buses, roads,

technology and information are not accessible,
people with disabilities will not be able

to take part in the community like everyone else.

]
A

\
The European Union should make sure
that all things and services are accessible.
This way people with disabilities and all people
can use them without problems.
N b Y

5. People with disabilities are left behind in risky situations

In risky situations like wars, pandemics and floods,
people with disabilities are the first
to be left behind.

The European Union makes plans
to protect people from such risky situations.

In risky situations, the European Union
should take into account the needs and rights
of people with disabilities too.

Our lives count like everyone else’s.

- /
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6. People with disabilities still cannot
move freely in Europe

In the European Union,
people have the right to move, live and work
in any country of the European Union.

Sadly, many people with disabilities
cannot enjoy this right. 'i‘ \
It is hard for people with disabilities

to get their disability recognised

and get the support they need

in another country of the European Union.

The European Union should make sure
that people with disabilities can move freely
in any country of the European Union,

like other people.

7. Countries still use European money for institutions

The European Union gives money
to its countries to make things better
for people.

Sadly, some countries use this money

to support institutions where

people with disabilities live

away from other people and the community.

The European Union should make sure

that countries use this money

to support people with disabilities

to live independently and be part of the community.
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8. Too many people with disabilities
still cannot vote or stand for elections

Many countries in the European Union
do not allow people with certain disabilities
to vote or stand for elections.

To vote means you can choose
which politicians you want to make decisions
and stand for your rights.

To stand for elections means you ask people
to vote for you to make decisions
and stand for their rights.

-

The European Union should make sure
that all people with disabilities

can vote and stand for elections.

Our voice counts like everyone else’s.

\

9. The needs of people with disabilities
are not taken into account
when the European Union sends help
to poorer countries

The European Union gives money
and other kind of help to make things better
In poorer countries.

But often people with disabilities are left out
of this help.

The European Union should involve
people with disabilities in its plans
to make things better in poorer countries.
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10. The European Union does not work in an organised way
to make the UN Convention happen.

For example, the European Union
does not have a special office that focuses
on making the UN Convention happen.

/The European Union should have \

a special team that works to:

e Make the UN Convention happen.

e Make sure that all the offices of the European Union
respect the rights of the UN Convention
in the work they do.

o /
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More information

If you want to find more information
about EDF and our work
you can visit our website at: EUROPEAN

www.edf-feph.org. DISABILITY
FORUM

If you have any questions, \
N\

you can send us an email at: \
info@edf-feph.org.

This easy-to-read text is written by ‘Say it easy’
WWWw.sayiteasy.eu
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