To:	European External Action Service
From: 	European Disability Forum
Re:	Situation of Persons with Disabilities in Turkmenistan


On behalf of the European Disability Forum (EDF), below please find information about the situation of persons with disabilities in Turkmenistan ahead of the EU-Turkmenistan human rights dialogue scheduled to place the week of December 18, 2023, in Brussels, Belgium. 

1. Urban Environment and Mobility:

· Lack of infrastructure: The urban environment is hostile to people with limited mobility, especially in the capital city. The absence of ramps, elevators, and adapted public transportation makes it difficult for individuals with reduced mobility to move freely.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  https://www.hronikatm.com/2020/08/no-ramps/ ] 

· Poorly designed infrastructure: Where attempts have been made to provide accessibility, the infrastructure, such as ramps and elevators, is often poorly designed, steep, and narrow, rendering it ineffective for those who need it.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  https://www.hronikatm.com/2020/10/berzengi/ ] 

· Limited access within the city: Despite efforts to build highway interchanges and underpasses, moving between city blocks remains almost impossible for persons with disabilities due to inadequate infrastructure.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  https://www.hronikatm.com/2017/11/s-zabotoy-ob-invalidah-foto/ ] 


2. Social Aspects and Discrimination:

· Disability assessment procedures: Persons with disabilities are required to undergo yearly disability assessments, which often involve hospitalization. The assessments may lead to a reduction in disability benefits or the termination of payments, creating additional stress for individuals.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Disabled people of the 3rd group began to be denied pensions - Chronicles of Turkmenistan (hronikatm.com) ] 

· Discrimination in healthcare: Individuals with mental/neurological disabilities face rejection from doctors, who are hesitant to prescribe necessary medications. The medical community's attitude towards mental health is described as archaic and primitive.[footnoteRef:5] [5:  https://www.hronikatm.com/2017/03/meditsinskie-problemyi-invalidov/ ] 

· Discrimination in social terms: Persons with disabilities face discrimination in various aspects of social life, including the distribution of social housing, food rations, and other forms of support.[footnoteRef:6][footnoteRef:7][footnoteRef:8] [6:  https://turkmen.news/v-mary-invalidy-godami-ne-prodvigayutsya-v-ocheredi-na-zhile/ ]  [7:  https://www.hronikatm.com/2019/02/invalidam-3-gruppy-nachali-otkazyvat-v-pensiyah/ ]  [8:  https://www.hronikatm.com/2017/04/v-turkmenistane-lyudyam-otkazyivayut-v-oformlenii-invalidnosti/ ] 


3. Dependence on the State and Lack of Advocacy:

· Limited autonomy of disability organizations: Existing disability organizations are fully dependent on the state, with appointed leadership and predominantly state funding. These organizations lack the autonomy to effectively advocate for the rights of persons with disabilities.
· Lack of attention in the state agenda: People with disabilities are not a priority on the state agenda, and their issues are rarely acknowledged in the media. The state's reluctance to address problems stems from a desire to maintain a positive image of prosperity and happiness.[footnoteRef:9] [9:  https://rus.azathabar.com/a/30983623.html ] 

· Limited international awareness: The issues faced by disabled individuals are only recognized and addressed when there is international criticism. The absence of regular attention perpetuates the challenges faced by persons with disabilities.[footnoteRef:10] [10:  Turkmenistan denies people disability registration - Chronicles of Turkmenistan (hronikatm.com) ] 


If you have any questions, please contact Erika Hudson, EDF’s International Cooperation Policy Officer, Erika.hudson@edf-feph.org. 
