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Membership updates 
[bookmark: _Toc315186273]Document for information discussion and decision
[bookmark: _Toc176178227]Purpose of this item
The purpose of this document is to present the new membership applications and for the Board to decide whether they will be accepted or not. The membership and credentials committee met on October 22nd, and have made the proposals found in this document. 

[bookmark: _Toc176178228][bookmark: _Hlk124247568]Questions for the Board
· Do you agree to accept to change the membership status of the European Spinal Cord Injury Federation ESCIF from associate to full membership? 
· Do you agree not to accept the Europeans for Safe Connection as an associate member?
· Do you agree to accept Patchwork Association for Immigrant Families of Persons with Disabilities from Poland as an associate member?
· Do you agree to accept Nätverket unga för tillgänglighet (Youth With Disabilities Federation Sweden – YDFS) as an associate member? 
· Do you agree to accept PROSAZ  from z. ú. Czechia as an associate member?
· Do you agree to accept NGO Vinnytsia City Organization for Social Development of specific categories of vulnerable youth “Parostok” as an associate member?

Introduction
The EDF secretariat has received 6 (six) complete membership applications. The Membership and Credentials Committee have analysed them on October 22nd and issued recommendations for 6 of them.
The Membership and Credentials Committee recommends the Board to accept five of these organisations for the membership category they are recommended for and one of them received a negative recommendation. Below the 6 (six) organisations are introduced.  
Finally, the secretary will give a quick update on the upcoming elections during the Annual General Assembly in 2026.
European Spinal Cord Injury Federation
The European Spinal Cord Injury Federation (ESCIF) is the European organisation of national self-help Spinal Cord Injury organisations working to safeguard and promote the interests of people with Spinal Cord Injury (SCI)
The organisation is composed of 33 members coming from 28 European Countries out of which 20 EU countries. The organisation is legally based in Switzerland. 
The organisation wishes to be a Full member to ensure that the voice of SCI people is well represented. In their statutes art 3 they indicate them as  the organisations of SCI people and all persons with SCI are welcome to join. They specifically mention in their art 17 and 18 that their Board, executive and president must be formed with a majority of people with SCI. 
The European coverage corresponds with our criteria they are present in 20 of the EU member States and in art 2.i. they indicate as objective the defence of SCI peoples interests at EU level as well. 
As this application is for Full membership and it is a European Network that was already part of our organisation for a longer period the Swiss National Council was not requested an opinion. The statutes require this for Associate membership only and for national local and regional organisations
For more information about the organisation check ESCIF website..
[bookmark: _Hlk211935124]Europeans for Safe Connection 
Europeans for Safe Connection (ESC) is an umbrella organization that aims to unite all organizations and stakeholders across Europe who are dedicated to reducing Electromagnetic Field (EMF) pollution. ESC works to improve knowledge about the health effects of EMF radiation from wireless devices and electricity networks, advocates for the rights of individuals with Electromagnetic Hypersensitivity (EHS), and educates the public on how to protect themselves from EMF radiation. The organization seeks official recognition of the effects that electric and magnetic waves have on both people’s health and the environment. ESC considers individuals who are hypersensitive to EMF to be disabled. The organization’s goals are to raise awareness and influence both EU and national regulations to foster a more inclusive society for people affected by EHS.
The organisation is open to European NGOs and individuals according to art. 5 of the Statute.  Today, there are 23 members from 13 European Countries (including Belgium, Czechia, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Italy, The Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Slovakia, Spain, Sweeden and the United Kingdom ). It was legally established in Belgium in 2023.  
The organisation has a clear European objective as stipulated in Art 2 of their statutes the first objective.  The governing bodies are composed of representatives or people who are confronted with electro hypersensitivity. 
ESC seeks to join EDF to provide its members with access to EDF’s resources, helping them understand their rights. Additionally, ESC aims to present its primary request to European politicians and institutions: that electromagnetic hypersensitivity (EHS) significantly impacts the lives of individuals and the environment, leading to important consequences.
The organisation was redirected to us by the head of Disability Unit in DG JUST from the European Commission, they have attended some of our public events.
For more information about the organisation visit EFC website
The Membership and Credentials Committee do not recommend this organisation for associate membership as they do not see the link with disability in their objectives.
Patchwork Association for Immigrant Families of Persons with Disabilities
Patchwork Association for Immigrant Families of Persons with Disabilities is a non-profit organisation based in Krakow, Poland. It was founded to support immigrant and refugee families with children or adults with disabilities, ensuring their access to education, health care, social services, and community life. The organisation was founded by mothers of children with disabilities in Ukraine confronted with the reality of being immigrants and lack of services. They joined forces to put together their knowledge, support each other to ensure their children received the necessary support in terms of education, legal support, therapeutic services and also inclusion in their new home. 
Their activities include peer support groups. legal and psychological counselling, cultural adaptation workshops. advocacy for inclusive public policies, and cooperation with local authorities and NGOs
They also organise awareness-raising campaigns and educational activities to promote understanding of disability and migration issues in Polish society. Patchwork's mission is to build an inclusive community where every person with a disability and their family — regardless of origin — has equal rights, dignity. and opportunities to thrive.
Patchwork wishes to be involved in our work around migration, inclusive education and rights in general. They wish also to bring their experience in the work around people with disabilities with a migration background. 
Our Polish National Council warmly recommends them, they have been a very active part also of our Ukraine programme. They are also co-application with us to a recent project proposal. 
Youth With Disabilities Federation Sweden
Youth With Disabilities Federation Sweden (abbreviated as YDFS) is an umbrella organization that brings together associations, organizations, and networks within the youth disability rights movement. At this moment there are 13 members representing the diversity of disabilities and chronic diseases. YDFS is a non-profit association that is religiously and politically independent.
The purposes of Youth With Disabilities Federation Sweden are to: 
· Promote the voices of young people within the disability rights movement and in society at large. 
· Foster collaboration among youth organizations in the disability rights movement. 
· Strengthen youth organizations within the international work of the disability rights movement. 
· Promote the organization of young people in the disability rights movement by supporting voluntary engagement, thereby contributing to stronger organizations. 
The organisation wants to strengthen their connections within the European youth movement and gain deeper knowledge about the European dimension of disability rights. They believe it is essential to mainstream youth policy in the European disability movement, and  they want to contribute actively to this goal.
They wish to shape the EU policies and strengthen the youth perspective within EDF.
The organisation participated in the events linked to the board organised in Sweden in 2023, our youth committee member co-chair Jonathan Elebjork Walstrome is member of this organisation with an active role inside. Our Swedish Member the Swedish Rights Federation are cooperating with them and recommend them for membership.  They wish to become an associate member of EDF.
PROSAZ z. ú.
PROSAZ has been operating in the Czech Republic for more than 33 years, providing direct assistance to persons with disabilities and older adults to help them live full, dignified, and independent lives. Through their long-standing work, they have gained extensive hands-on experience in supporting clients and overcoming the everyday barriers that accompany life with a disability.
The organisation wishes to be involved in shaping EU policies and also to bring their experience in EDF’s work.
The organisation is known by our member but do not have particular cooperation with them. They have no reasons to be against their application for associate membership.
PROSAZ wishes to apply for associate membership within our organisation.
NGO Vinnytsia City Organisation for Social Development of specific categories of vulnerable Youth „Parostok“
NGO Vinnytsia City Organization for Social Development of specific categories of vulnerable youth "Parostok" was founded in 1999 in Vinnytsia, Ukraine, with the mission of creating opportunities for persons with disabilities to live fully within their communities. The organisation implements programs focused on social support, legal protection, rehabilitation, employment, education, recreation, and social guidance for persons with disabilities, as well as other socially vulnerable groups, including people living with HIV/AIDS and cancer patients. 
The organisation actively promotes gender equality, particularly advocating for the rights of women with disabilities, and has extensive experience in implementing inclusive projects (more than 200 projects funded by local, national and international donors), volunteer initiatives, and day-care programs. 
NGO "Parostok" has an ongoing partnership with the Abilis Foundation (Finland), (Parostokis coordinator of Ablisis programme in Ukraine) which provides funding and capacity-building support to initiatives that empower persons with disabilities. Within this framework, they oversee project implementation, conduct monitoring visits, and advise applicants. Through this cooperation, they have supported self-advocacy projects, vocational training, and inclusive education initiatives, positively impacting hundreds of beneficiaries across Ukraine. 
The organisation is eager to join EDF to be part of the broader European disability movement and to work together with partners who share their vision of full inclusion and equal rights for persons with disabilities. 
The organisation’s president is a person with cerebral Palsy, as are other board members. Our Ukrainian Member the National Assembly of Persons with Disabilities of Ukraine NAPD agrees with their application.
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