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[bookmark: _Toc176178227]Introduction and purpose

[bookmark: _Toc176178228]The purpose of this item is to update the Executive Committee on our work in international cooperation and humanitarian action. In particular, you are provided with an overview of the following:
· The current structure of the team 
· The Global Disability Summit on International Cooperation (April 2025)
· The Ukraine Recovery Conference (July 2025)
· The upcoming UN Conference on Climate Change (COP30; November 2025) 
· Policy work (including Human Rights dialogues, preparedness and financing)
· CRPD Article 11 – Contribution on the Situation in the Occupied Palestinian Territory
[bookmark: _Hlk124247568]Questions for the Executive Committee
· Do you have any feedback on your work or the work of EDF on international cooperation and humanitarian action?
· Are there other actions you think EDF should be focusing on? 
· Do you have suggestions for potential donors for this work?
Introduction
EDF’s international cooperation and humanitarian action team is dedicated to influencing global EU policies, executing impactful projects such as the Ukraine program, and leading/supporting key initiatives in various fields EDF has prioritised. This document delves into significant events and overarching themes, with a particular focus on the Ukraine Recovery Conference, our preparation for COP30 and policy work.  
Current structure of the team
The International Cooperation and Humanitarian Action Team has recently adjusted its structure following several personnel changes. Erica completed her contract in the spring, and Gordon was seconded to IDA in July for one year. The current team consists of An-Sofie, Phillipa, Marion, and Mariya. Mariya’s contract will end in December because the funding for Ukraine is tapering off, while Phillipa is working on an extension that, if approved, will allow the EMPOWER UKRAINE program to continue until end May 2025. The team is prioritizing key initiatives to ensure continuity of activities during this transition period.
Global Disability Summit on International Cooperation (April 2025)
After years of preparation, the Global Disability Summit 2025 (GDS 2025) took place in April 2025 in Berlin, bringing together governments, OPDs, civil society, international agencies, and the private sector to advance global disability inclusion. The two-day event offered space for networking, dialogue, and collaboration. A key outcome was the launch of the Amman-Berlin Declaration on Global Disability Inclusion, signed by over 70 governments and institutions, including the European Commission and several European countries. The Declaration outlines commitments to inclusive development, humanitarian action, and the meaningful engagement of OPDs.
EDF staff and Executive Committee members actively participated in GDS 2025. Nadia Hadad spoke at the official opening ceremony on behalf of the European Regional Disability Summit, and EDF was recognized by the European Commission in remarks on humanitarian action. Throughout the Summit, EDF engaged with OPDs, foundations, and companies to explore future partnerships. We’ll continue sharing updates on our GDS 2025 achievements, subscribe to our Global Action newsletter for the latest developments.
EDF also advocated for the last two years to wards the EU to make commitments. We published a report providing an overview of commitments made by the EU and European countries at the Global Disability Summits in 2018, 2022 and 2025 and offering practical tools for OPDs to monitor and influence their implementation.
Ukraine Recovery Conference (July 2025)
In July 2025, EDF, together with the National Assembly of Persons with Disabilities of Ukraine (NAPD) and the League of the Strong, and the Italian Disability Forum participated in the Ukraine Recovery Conference (URC) in Rome as part of the Empower Ukraine program, supported by the German Federal Foreign Office (GFFO) and Christian Blind Mission (CBM). 
For the first time in URC history, disability rights were addressed both in a main conference panel and in a high-level side event co-organised by EDF with the Italian Ministry for Disabilities and the government of Ukraine. EDF Vice President Gunta Anča took part and emphasised that no recovery can be sustainable without the full participation of persons with disabilities and their organisations. This milestone followed months of EDF advocacy with EU and national partners. While accessibility challenges remained, the progress achieved represents a significant step toward embedding disability inclusion in Ukraine’s recovery and EU accession efforts. This is our participation report and EDF’s page on the URC. 
UN Conference on Climate Change (COP30)
The UN Climate Change Conference (COP30) will take place in Belém, Brazil, from 10 to 21 November 2025. EDF will attend with a delegation supported by a new grant from the Disability Rights Fund (DRF). Together with IDA, EDF is co-leading the advocacy work towards COP30 and coordinating the work of the Disability Caucus. We are nearing the recognition of an official Disability Constituency within the UNFCCC – a significant milestone for global disability inclusion in climate governance.
EDF is involved in the preparation of two side events and one exhibition. Nadia Hadad, EDF Executive Committee Member and Climate Action focal point, will take part alongside Marion Steff and Giulia Traversi. Thanks to the partnership with DRF, EDF also aims to support additional participants with disabilities from the Global South. This should be confirmed by mid-October. 
Policy work 
Human rights dialogues: The team continues its broader policy engagement, with a renewed focus on human rights dialogues coordinated by the European External Action Service (EEAS). These dialogues are formal, structured discussions between the EU and partner countries aimed at promoting and protecting human rights, including the rights of persons with disabilities. We are pleased to report that the EEAS will present to the African Union and to the ASEAN regional organisation several key recommendations drafted by EDF, marking an important step in advancing disability inclusion in EU–Africa, and the EU-ASEAN cooperation. The collaboration between EEAS, facilitated by EDF, with our Armenian member has even become self-sustaining and EDF role less important. A good practice model for future work.
Enlargement package: The team continued to participate in civil society consultations within the Enlargement Package process initiated by Directorate-General for Enlargement and Eastern Neighbourhood (DG ENEST) and, this year, submitted a shadow report on the implementation of the Ukraine Facility Plan, as well as an overview of the main current challenges related to the rights of persons with disabilities in Ukraine, Georgia, and Moldova. The team also took part in the consultations. Broader inclusion of disability rights issues is expected in the annual Enlargement Reports on these countries, which will be published by the European Commission in October–November this year. 
Preparedness: EDF is also strengthening its work on preparedness, following the adoption of a new EU preparedness union strategy in May 2025. In partnership with the World Bank, we will be contributing to the development of Action 33: “Develop guidelines on how to act in emergencies, adapted to all types of disability (sensorial, physical, intellectual) and training of first responders to recognize the type of disability and how to act accordingly.” 
Financing and budgeting: In parallel, EDF continues to engage in financing for development, working closely with IDA on this topic (financing workshop in January; participation in the Fourth Conference on Financing for Development in July). We submitted our recommendations to the EU on inclusive budgeting for international cooperation, civil protection, preparedness, and crisis. We continue to closely monitor developments related to the EU budget “Global Europe”, which includes support to Ukraine, ensuring that the inclusion of persons with disabilities becomes a core principle in the EU’s external financial instruments. See our July Global Action newsletter, for a special edition on financing and budgeting. 
Humanitarian action: EDF continues to engage with the European Commission’s Directorate-General for European Civil Protection and Humanitarian Aid Operations (ECHO) to strengthen the inclusion of persons with disabilities in humanitarian response. EDF participated in the European Humanitarian Forum 2025 and, as part of the Empower Ukraine programme, follows closely the work of humanitarian clusters and UN agencies, including UN Women in Ukraine. EDF also took part in the meeting of the Working Party for Humanitarian Aid and Food Aid (COHAFA), where Executive Member Nadia Hadad presented the humanitarian situation of persons with disabilities in Ukraine and Gaza.
CRPD Article 11 – Contribution on the Situation in the Occupied Palestinian Territory
EDF submitted a written contribution to the UN Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities in response to its call for inputs on the implementation of Article 11 of the CRPD (situations of risk and humanitarian emergencies) in the context of the war in the Occupied Palestinian Territory. The submission draws on information from Palestinian OPDs, disability activists, and humanitarian actors. 
EDF highlighted the sharp rise in disability due to conflict-related injuries and the collapse of healthcare services, as well as the continued exclusion of persons with disabilities from humanitarian decision-making. The contribution calls on all States Parties, including the EU, to ensure the protection and inclusion of persons with disabilities in humanitarian response, guarantee accessibility of aid and services, collect disability-disaggregated data, and engage Palestinian OPDs as partners in all relief and recovery efforts.
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