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EDF E-mail Expert Groups
[bookmark: _Toc315186273]Document for information and decision
[bookmark: _Toc176178227]Purpose
This document gives information about the updated terms of reference of the EDF e-mail expert groups and proposal for dissolution of inactive groups. 
[bookmark: _Hlk124247568]Questions for the Exec
· Do you agree with the revised Terms of Reference of the e-mail expert groups? Do you think something else should be added?
· Do you agree to dissolve the groups that are no longer in use? (European Structural and Investment Funds; International Cooperation)
Background information
EDF e-mail expert groups play an important role in shaping EDF position on specific issues and provides a source of technical expertise and support within EDF membership. Currently EDF has 11 active e-mail expert groups:
· Artificial intelligence
· Built Environment 
· Council of Europe – Withdraw Oviedo Campaign
· European Disability Card
· European Accessibility Act
· Health
· Inclusive Education
· Information and Communications Technology (ICT)
· Migration and Asylum
· Standardisation
· Transport
The following expert groups are no longer in use but have not been formally dissolved:
· European Structural and Investment Funds (ESIF)
· International cooperation 
[bookmark: _Toc176178228]The Terms of Reference (ToR) of these groups have been slightly revised by EDF Secretariat. This would be presented at the Annual General Assembly and then used as a basis for the call-out for new members of these expert groups. 
Terms of Reference of the e-mail expert groups (Annex 1) 
The EDF Secretariat proposes the revision of the Terms of Reference of the e-mail expert groups to adapt to the practices of recent years. The proposal is available in Annex 1. 
Current practices were made more explicit in the ToR, including the following points: 	Comment by Marine Uldry: Some things were already practices, or not big changes, for example English, chair of the expert groups, … so either we removed those, or we say “Current practices were made more explicit in the revised ToR, including the following points:"
· Creation and dissolution of e-mail expert groups: the creation of an expert group follows a decision by the Executive Committee. A call for nominations is then shared with EDF members, including through EDF members’ mailing list. 
· Chair of the e-mail expert groups: one executive member is nominated as a chair of each expert group, reporting to the board and giving the final approval for the addition of a new expert to the group.
· Nomination of experts: both EDF members and EDF staff can propose independent experts to be added to the group. Such proposal must be approved by the chair of the group. EDF staff will check with members if they wish to propose an expert affiliated to an organisation of their country. 
· Rules of participation: if a member of the e-mail expert group decides to leave the group or retires from his or her organisation, pending approval of the chair of the group. 
· Mandate: the expert groups are established for an indefinite period of time unless they are expressly dissolved. 
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