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EU budget / Multiannual financial framework 2028-2034
[bookmark: _Toc315186273]Document for information, discussion, and decision
[bookmark: _Toc176178227]Introduction and purpose

· To give a quick update on actions that EDF has taken since the November Board meeting
· To inform the Executive Committee of our next steps
· To provide the Executive Committee with a reminder of the Commission’s new proposal for the EU’s next Multiannual Financial Framework (7-year EU budget) and the main issues we observe (in Annex)

[bookmark: _Toc176178228][bookmark: _Hlk124247568]Questions for the Exec
· Do you agree with the actions EDF is taking in its EU budget advocacy?
· Would you be interested in supporting EDF by sharing advocacy material with the relevant ministries and Members of the European Parliament from your country? 
Update on EDF actions so far
· We have published a campaign webpage on the next EU budget, which we will update with all relevant information.
· We co-signed several joint public statements regarding the proposed budget.
· We developed our proposed amendments and met with partners / members who also do a lot of advocacy on the budget to get their input and to align our demands.
· We gave input by proposing amendments to the report of the European Parliament’s budgetary committee on the Multiannual Financial Framework as a whole
· We have already raised our main concerns within the European Parliament Disability Intergroup and CRPD Network
· We led on a letter, co-signed by 24 European organisations working in the field of human rights and social policy, calling for stronger provisions and a more defined focus for the European Social Fund and all social spending from the EU budget. We sent these to the cabinets of the head of government, the Ministry of Finance, and the Permanent Representation in Brussels, of each of the 27 EU Member States.
Among the amendments that we have developed, our absolute priorities will be:
1. Making sure that the list of Horizontal Principles (an list of overall principles that must be followed in the use of funds) includes reference to the CRPD. In the current regulations, the equivalent of the Horizontal Principles, called the “Enabling Conditions” does list the CRPD as a convention that must be respected for funding to be granted, but it is no longer the case;
2. Clear rules against EU funding being used for institutions
3. Clarification on the use of social funding, with a protected amount specifically for actions fostering social inclusion.
Upcoming activities
· We will send a letter to the relevant officials in the Permanent Representations of all EU Member States calling for them to reinstate the CRPD as one of the horizontal principles for the use of EU funds (horizontal principles being the guiding rules that must be respected when funds are being used). We will also try to arrange meetings with all of the Permanent Representations to discuss this issue as well as our other proposed amendments.
· EDF Secretariat will develop supporting materials for EDF members to advocate at national and European level, such as model letters and briefings, and will hold regular discussions about the EU budget campaign both online and in person at EDF governing body meetings.
· We are still awaiting the appointment rapporteurs in Parliament on each of the new funding regulations. Once these have been appointed, we will request meetings and advocate for our amendments to be included in the Parliament position. 
ANNEX
Overview of the new long-term EU budget and EDF analysis

In July the Commission released proposals for the next EU budget. This will determine how the EU uses funds from 2028-2034.
The total budget will be almost €2 trillion in current prices, 1.26% of the EU's gross national income. However, 8.5% of the total budget will go to repaying loans from the recent Next Generation EU initiative, which includes the Recovery and Resilience Facility.

The final amounts for the EU budget and for each individual funding strand will be decided at the highest level by representatives of the Member States.
The following changes to EU funding will take place:
· Major EU funds like the common agricultural fund, EU cohesion fund, the European social fund, and the European regional development fund, are being merged into a single fund.
· The new fund will take the form of a ‘National and Regional Partnership Plan’ (NRPP). Each Member State will create a detailed plan for how they will use the money and must approve this with the Commission. It means money can be used from formerly separate funds to finance a single project (for example a project that requires investment in both infrastructure and social development).
· 14% of this fund must be used on social spending, which comes to about the same amount of money as the current budget for the ESF+. However, more things can be funded as ‘social’ spending than in the current budget, such as housing.
· A new monitoring system will measure how the Member States use their funding. This is accompanied by an annex with indicators explaining how results will be measured. It also clarifies what counts as social spending. 
· The funding going towards civil society is now part of a programme called AgoraEU. Fortunately, there has not been a cut to the budget to support civil society. 
The main concerns we have are the following:
· There are no more horizontal and thematic enabling conditions. These are rules for what actions and programmes must follow in order to be eligible for EU funding. Currently these include alignment with the CRPD and rules such as having to promote the transition from institutions to inclusion in the community. 
· These have been replaced by ‘Horizontal principles’ that cover gender equality, social policy, protection of the environment and biodiversity, and the ‘do no harm principle’, but nothing on implementing the CRPD or other human rights conventions.
· Although the proposal sets out minimum spending for social actions, there is no indication of how much money should go towards which kind of social actions. In the current Social Fund regulation, rules state that 25% must go to social inclusion, 5% to combatting child poverty, etc. Now these earmarking have disappeared, and Member States can use the funds as they want.
· The National and Regional Partnership Plans are likely to be drawn up by ministries at national level. There is a fear of national spending of EU funds being centralised in the Member States. For highly federal countries like Spain, Belgium and Germany, etc, there is a risk that the regions will have less say over how funds are used.
The main things we want to improve through our amendments are:
· Make sure CRPD is put back in the Horizontal Principles
· Set rules around how much social spending should be used on social inclusion actions (at least 25%)
· Improve the monitoring indicators for how the EU funds are used to include better recognition of actions supporting persons with disabilities and accessibility
· Introduce new monitoring indicators for EU-funded actions on, for example, employment of persons with disabilities, representation of persons with disabilities in the media, de-institutionalisation, accessible housing for persons with disabilities, disability-inclusive international cooperation projects. 
· Strengthen funding that supports persons with disability in youth mobility programmes (particularly with cost of assistance and learning support)
· Clearer language preventing the use of EU funds to build or renovate institutions by referring to the European Commission Guidance on Independent Living and Inclusion in the Community in the context of EU funding
· Improve rules on how organisations of persons with disabilities are selected to be part of the partnership and monitoring processes (part of committees helping to select where funding will go in each Member State). Currently these organisations must be involved, but the best-qualified organisations are not always selected
Things we like and want to maintain are:
· The strong rules on ensuring accessibility for persons with disabilities
· The strong budget for supporting civil society (including the programme that provides EDF with its core funding)
· Focus on funding for affordable housing
· Requirement to include organisations of persons with disabilities in partnership and monitoring processes
· All current references to the CRPD (although we believe it is necessary to link more provisions with respect of the Convention throughout the regulations).
· Generous budget for international development
· Monitoring indicators on inclusive education, inclusive employment, support services for persons with disabilities
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