
The "Sport e Società - Progetto Filippide per l'autismo e le malattie rare" (Sport and Society - 
Filippide Project for autism and rare diseases) Association, for over twenty years, has been 
involved in sports activities for athletes with mental disabilities and  with the Resolution No. 
42 of the CIP National Council on December 17, 2010, it was recognized as a Meritorious 
Association by the Italian Paralympic Committee, now a Public Law Entity. It is a Member of 
AONI, Italian National Olympic Academy, and participates in Italian Championships in 
various disciplines. In particular, through the Progetto Filippide, it manages the training of 
people suffering from diagnosed autistic syndrome and/or related rare diseases, activating, 
through the regular practice of sports such as long-distance running, a real habilitative and 
rehabilitative therapy.  

The Progetto Filippide Association has been associated with the United Nations Department 
of Global Communications since April 3, 2019, and has been affiliated with the COSP, 
Conference of States Parties to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, 
since 2017. 

Today, Progetto Filippide has sections in 8 regions: Sardinia, Sicily, Basilicata, Tuscany, 
Marche, Lombardy, Piedmont, in addition, of course, to the Pilot Center in Rome, LAZIO, for 
a total of over 600 registered athletes and over 2500 supporting members.  

INTERNATIONAL ACTIVITY 

The "Sport e Società Progetto Filippide per l'autismo e malattie rare" Association was the 
winner in 2016 of the European Tender  ERASMUS Plus+ for Not-for-profit European Sport 
Event, with the organization of the "European Competition for Autistic People" which took 
place during 2017, with the final event held in Rome from September 8 to 10, 2017, involving 
12 European Nations.  

Progetto Filippide has taken part in the Conference of States Parties to the Convention on 
the Rights of Persons with Disabilities held in New York in June 2017 and 2018, being 
among the speakers in the General Debate.  

https://www.un.org/development/desa/disabilities/cosp10_list_of_speakers.htm 

Furthermore, athletes from the Republic of Belarus, the Slovak Republic, Belgium, and 
Spain were present at the RUN FOR AUTISM 2019, sealing the international activity of 
Progetto Filippide. 

Thanks to this participation, in addition to celebrating the World Autism Awareness Day, 
established by the United Nations in 2008 for April 2nd, the RUN FOR AUTISM was included 
in the calendar of the International Day of Sport celebrated worldwide on April 6th . 
https://www.april6.org/en/2019-edition/run-for-autism.html 

Precisely during this period, we were named as finalists for the Peace&Sport AWARDS 
which took place in Montecarlo on December 12, 2019 

These activities were preparatory to the organization, in coordination with the Italian 
Representation at the United Nations, of a SIDE Event within the Conference of States 
Parties to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, under the UN DESA 

https://www.april6.org/en/2019-edition/run-for-autism.html


Sport, Development & Peace Departments, titled "Ensuring inclusion of persons with 
disabilities in a changing world: the role of sports and culture (COSP12 Side Event) 
http://webtv.un.org/search/ensuring-inclusion-of-persons-with-disabilities-in-a-changing-world
-the-role-of- sports-and-culture-cosp12-side- 
event/6047531827001/?term=COSP12&sort=date&page=2  

The Permanent Representations to the United Nations of the Slovak Republic, the Republic 
of Belarus, the Dominican Republic, and the State of Qatar took part in this event.  

2018 was a particularly fruitful year for sporting results and emotions.  

"OPERATION TOKYO 2020" brought a Progetto Filippide athlete, Arianna Sacripante, an 
athlete with Down Syndrome, to the world stage for the first time: first to develop, then to 
train, and finally to perform in a technical duo with Giorgio Minisini, FINA 2017 World 
Champion in Budapest in the mixed technical double with Manila Flamini, at the International 
Synchronised Festival held in Kyoto (Japan) on May 13 where they won the world trophy. 
Again, Progetto Filippide took part in the Conference of States Parties to the United Nations 
on the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, speaking at the General 
Debate.  

In 2019, the same athletes Minisini and Sacripante took part, at the invitation of FINA, in the 
Super Final World Series in Budapest on June 16, 2019. For the first time in the world, an 
athlete with a disability performed in a high-level international event for able-bodied athletes.  

In 2021, UN-DESA approved and implemented the project "Social inclusion of children and 
youth with autism through sports" which sees the full involvement and support of Progetto 
Filippide and some of its technicians, trainers, and professionals, for the promotion of Sport 
as a tool for social inclusion in some Caribbean countries, such as the Dominican Republic, 
Panama, and Cuba. 

In fact, during 2022, some professionals from Progetto Filippide conducted training courses 
for sports instructors and operators in these countries, both online and with practical 
sessions in person in Santo Domingo and Panama, with the aim of starting sports groups for 
young people with autism. 

The post-pandemic activities were illustrated as a co-sponsor and in coordination with the 
Italian Representation at the United Nations, at a SIDE Event within the Conference of 
States Parties to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities 2022, under the 
UN DESA Sport, Development & Peace Departments, titled "The role of sport and cultural 
life in building inclusive and participatory societies for persons with disabilities in the post 
COVID-19 context" (COSP15 Side Event) http://media.un.org/en/asset/k12/k12rrtgpmv 

And in 2023, in coordination with the Permanent Representation of Italy to the United 
Nations, with the Secretariat of the Minister for Disabilities Alessandra Locatelli in 
attendance, we were protagonists of the SIDE Event Titled "Living Independently. The 
Network Model for persons with autism in adulthood" 
https://media.un.org/en/asset/k1r/k1rvn75kl4 

http://webtv.un.org/search/ensuring-
http://media.un.org/en/asset/k12/k12rrtgpmv
https://media.un.org/en/asset/k1r/k1rvn75kl4


2024 was characterized by the International Event of Progetto Filippide which took place in 
Rome from April 4th to 8th with Delegations from 3 continents, including Delegations from 
the Dominican Republic with 22 athletes, from the Republic of Albania with 22 athletes, from 
Lebanon thanks to the precious intervention of the Ministry of Defense which involved our 
UNIFIL Mission with 10 athletes, and from Tunisia with 10 athletes. 

 The critical issues and problems encountered, especially in Priority Countries for Italy, in 
granting "sports visas" for the participation of athletes with disabilities in an International 
Event that enjoys the Patronage of the highest state bodies, with costs of stay, food, and 
lodging fully covered by the organizers, were the focus of the SIDE Event held at the 
Conference of States Parties to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities 
which takes place every year in the second week of June at the United Nations 
Headquarters in New York, thanks to the precious commitment of our Permanent 
Representation to the United Nations, titled "How to achieve international cooperation in 
sport to promote a truly inclusive future even in humanitarian emergency situations 
(COSP17 side event)" https://webtv.un.org/en/asset/k16/k16hwhswjw. 

ALBANIA PROJECT 

Since September 15, 2021, a Memorandum of Understanding has been in place with the 
MAECI (Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation) - Directorate General for 
Development Cooperation, crowning the implementation of Progetto Filippide's activities with 
other countries.  

"The value of Development Cooperation lies in working with Partner Countries, building a 
better future together within a planet that is shared and is not the exclusive property of one 
part".  

If diseases and conflicts have raised barriers and misunderstandings, divisions between rich 
and poor, powerful and weak, never before has there been such a need to build and rebuild 
bridges of dialogue, connecting roads, to turn into concrete reality the 2030 Agenda with 
which the whole world has given itself a common path to follow. (Luca Maestripieri Director 
AICS - Italian Agency for Development Cooperation)  

The Priority Countries for Italian Cooperation from the THREE-YEAR PROGRAMMING AND 
GUIDANCE DOCUMENT 2021-2023 for the BALKANS is Albania (with responsibility for the 
entire area). https://www.aics.gov.it/home-ita/paesi/paesi-prioritari/ 

On May 5, 2022, the PF (Progetto Filippide) signed a Memorandum of Understanding with 
the Government of the Republic of Albania, in particular with the Ministry of Sport and the 
Ministry of Health and Social Security, under the auspices of the Italian Embassy in Tirana.  

Following this important Protocol, on November 18, an Agreement was signed with the 
University of Sport in Tirana to support and sustain the development of the activities of the 
nascent Progetto Filippide Albania.  

Today, Progetto Filippide Albania is active in Tirana with a group of 10 young people with 
autism who have been participating in the International Event of Progetto Filippide since 
2023. 

https://webtv.un.org/en/asset/k16/k16hwhswjw
https://www.aics.gov.it/home-ita/paesi/paesi-prioritari/


Since June 2024, an agreement has also been signed with the University of Shkodra - 
Department for Sport, and since last November, sports activities for people with autism have 
been activated at the local University.  

2025 INTERNATIONAL EVENT 

From April 3rd to 8th, this Event took place in Rome with the participation of the regional 
associations adhering to the Progetto Filippide program, and some foreign delegations, such 
as Progetto Filippide Albania, a Delegation from the Dominican Republic, a delegation from 
Lebanon, from the UNIFIL interposition zone under Italian command, belonging to the Al 
Hanan association of the municipality of Abbasyha, a Delegation from Tunisia, as well as 
from Spain, Belgium, etc.  

The mission of Progetto Filippide is to promote and implement sports activities for people 
with autism, according to the dictates of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of 
Persons with Disabilities, in particular Article 30 which cites "the right to practice sport on an 
equal basis with others".  

Furthermore, by virtue of the Memorandum of Understanding with MAECI - Directorate for 
Cooperation and Development, Progetto Filippide is undertaking International Cooperation 
actions with some of our country's Priority Countries, in particular with Jordan, Albania, 
Lebanon, Tunisia, and Armenia, without, of course, neglecting promotion on the national 
territory.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


