[image: ]
[image: ]
[image: ]
Board Meeting
20 March 2026, 10:00 to 13:30 CET | Online via Zoom

	DOC-BOARD-26-03-04

[bookmark: _Toc82169937][bookmark: _Hlk81835844]MEMBERSHIP 	                            
[bookmark: _Toc315186273]Document for information discussion and decision
[bookmark: _Toc176178227]
Purpose of this item
The purpose of this document is to present the new membership applications and for the Board to decide whether they will be accepted or not. The membership and credentials committee met on January 28th and March 4th and have made the proposals found in this document. 

[bookmark: _Toc176178228][bookmark: _Hlk124247568]Questions for the Board
· [bookmark: _Hlk220327081]Do you agree to accept Association for the Advancement of Assistive Technology in Europe (AAATE) as ordinary member? 
· Do you agree to accept Disability and Inclusion Fan Network as an associate member?
· Do you agree to accept Jong PIT from the Netherlands as an associate member?
· Do you agree to accept Nätverket unga för tillgänglighet (Youth with Disabilities Federation Sweden – YDFS) as an associate member? 
· Do you agree to accept Innovative Systems for European Disability Models Association from Hungary as an associate member?

Introduction
The EDF secretariat has received 4 complete membership applications. The Membership and Credentials Committee have analysed them on January 28th and March 4th and issued recommendations for four of them.
The Membership and Credentials Committee recommends the Board to accept three of these organisations for the membership category they are recommended for and one of them received a negative recommendation. Below the 4 organisations are introduced.  
Association for the Advancement of Assistive Technologies in Europe
[bookmark: _Hlk211935124]The Association for the Advancement of Assistive Technology in Europe (AAATE) is a membership-based, interdisciplinary association dedicated to advancing knowledge, policy, and practice in the field of Assistive Technology (AT) and inclusive design. They bring together more than 230 individual members from 44 countries and 41 institutional members from 21 countries 17 EU member states, including universities, research centres, service providers, user-led organisations, and industry stakeholders.
AAATE promotes high-quality research and evidence-informed practice, supports education and workforce development in AT, and fosters collaboration across disciplines and sectors. Their core activities include the organisation of the biennial AAATE International Conference, specialized workshops and webinars, publication and dissemination of knowledge, and participation in European and international initiatives to strengthen AT ecosystems and innovation. The organisation also facilitates thematic working groups, policy dialogues, and collaborative projects to support capacity building, knowledge exchange, and systemic improvement in AT provision
Rooted in principles of human rights, participation, and inclusion, AAATE acts as a platform for members to connect, share expertise, and contribute to the development of accessible, usable, and effective technological solutions that enable people with disabilities to participate fully in society
AAATE brings to EDF a long-standing tradition of interdisciplinary collaboration, knowledge sharing, and evidence-based advocacy in the field of Assistive Technology (AT). Our membership comprises researchers, practitioners, service providers, educators, users, and industry representatives from across Europe and beyond, united by the ambition to make technology an effective enabler of human rights, independent living, participation and inclusion.
The organisation has co-operated with us in several campaigns. The organisation wishes to join EDF as an ordinary member.  
Fore more information check AAATE website

Disability and Inclusion Fan Network 
The Disability & Inclusion Fan Network is a European network established to create a more inclusive and accessible environment for football supporters with disabilities. Launched in 2025 following a mandate from Football Supporters Europe (FSE) members, the network brings together individual supporters, Disabled Supporters Associations, inclusive fan groups, national team supporter groups, and representative organisations from over 25 countries across Europe.
The network’s aims are to promote equal access, inclusion, and meaningful participation for people with disabilities within football. It works to ensure that supporters with disabilities have a voice at club, league, national, and European level, and that accessibility and inclusion are treated as integral to the matchday experience and fan culture.
The Network sees EDF membership as an opportunity for mutual learning and solidarity, strengthening the visibility of the rights of people with disabilities within European sport while reinforcing their own work through collaboration with the wider disability movement.
The German Disability Forum and Social Olympics Europe both our members warmly recommends them.
For more information check the Disability and Inclusion Network website.

JongPIT 
Stichting JongPIT is a Dutch non-profit organisation led by and for young people with disabilities and chronic illnesses. Their aim is to empower young disabled people to participate fully in society and to influence policies that affect their lives at local, national and European level.
JongPIT works on strengthening self-advocacy, participation and leadership among young people with disabilities through training, peer support, policy advocacy and collaboration with Dutch governments, civil society organisations and knowledge institutions.PROSAZ z. ú.
PROSAZ has been operating in the Czech Republic for more than 33 years, providing direct assistance to persons with disabilities and older adults to help them live full, dignified, and independent lives. Through their long-standing work, they have gained extensive hands-on experience in supporting clients and overcoming the everyday barriers that accompany life with a disability.
Their activities include contributing to advisory councils and policy processes, raising awareness about the lived experiences of young disabled people, and developing inclusive participation projects focused on education, employment, accessibility and mental well-being.
Ieder(in) our Dutch National Council supports their application. JongPIT wish to become associate member of EDF. 

Innovative Systems for European Disability Models Association
Innovative Systems for European Disability Models Association (ISED M) is a non-profit, cross-disability oriented initiative focusing on digital accessibility, inclusive communication and equal participation of persons with disabilities in social, cultural and public life at national and European level.
The organisation’s work is structured around the D-ICA (Digital-Infocommunication Accessibility) Ecosystem, a model developed by the organisation that provides a unified, scalable framework for accessibility and inclusion. The D-ICA Ecosystem is built on three interlinked pillars, which can function independently or as an integrated system.
They see EDF as a key platform for cooperation and knowledge exchange among European disability organisations, and they are committed to actively engaging with EDF members to strengthen the collective impact of disability rights advocacy across Europe.
The organisation was just registered in October 2025.EDF do not know them nor our National Council in Hungary where the organisation is legally registered. 
The membership does not recommend the board to accept the organisation: 
· Despite the applicant claim being a European organisation, there is no evidence of this in the provided information.
· Our Hungarian National Council do not support the application for them it is too early to see a result of their work.
· Their website does not seem very professional nor reflects their work from both the Committee point of view and the Hungarian National Council. 
· For more information consult the Innovative Systems for European Disability Models Association website
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